PERSEPOLIS 2 


THE STORY OF A RETURN 


CREDIT 
Lettering: Céline Merrien 


THANKS TO 
Emile Bravo 
Amber Hoover 
Jean-Christophe Menu 
Céline Merrien 
Anjali Singh 


PERSEPOLIS : 


MARJANE SATRAPI 


PANTHEON 


THE SOUP 


NOVEMBER 1984, | AMIN BUSTRIA.1 W HERE WITH THE IDEA OF LEAVING & RELIGIOUS IRAN 
FOR aN OPEN AND SECULAR EUROPE AND THAT ZOZ0, MY MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND, WOULD LOVE ME 
UKE HER OWN DAUGHTER. 

Re 


* © 
EXKTIZES iit 


ONLY HERE | AM! SHE LEFT ME AT A BOARDING WAS SMALL, AND FOR THE FIRST 
HOUSE RUN BY NUNS. TH Y UFE | HAD'TO SHARE MY SPACE 
WITH ANOTHER PERSON, 


EUROPE, THE ALPS, SWITZERLAND, 
‘AUSTRIA. .FROM THIS | DEDUCED 
THAT Hb WOULD BE LIKE HEIDI 


THIS WAS OKAY WITH ME 
T REALLY LIKED HEIDI. 


S| REMEMBERED HER, HOWEVER, 
METHING UNKIND IN THE LOOK 


| 


iT 70 PUT 
STICK? 1 LO 
PEARLY PINK, IT 


YOU CAN GIVE ME WHAT- 
JeveR You WANT THE DAY 
You've EARNED SOME 

MONEY. I'VE HAD ENCUGH!! 


ty TEnRaN, Zoz0 WAS [NW R HOUSHANG, [607 IN AUSTRIA, HE 
5 HUSBAND, HE [WAS NOTHING. 


it 
Q 


RS 


Se _ 
a3 35. NEN 


1 WAS ASHAMED. I'D NEVER 
HEARD MY PARENTS BICKER 
OVER MONEY. 


USAW YOU AT THE CAFE WITH THOSE 
TWO BASTARDS! THEY'D HAVE TO 
STEAL THE CLOTHES OFF YOUR Back FOR 
YOU To RECOGNIZE THEIR I 


WERE, IMADEMOISELLE. THIS 
IS YOUR ROOM. YOU'LL 


Happy With US. WHICH 
DENOMINATION ARE YOU? 


Tow | nao A REAL [iaezoee ore acanr ron THe | 
FoR vOuR sn0PPING vou \! |mperencent soutr uire.s | | soncemancer 0 ev 
Gan gorovracoin docur || | Was Goma roreco meseur, | |éxocecies ue a woman 


BND TORN LEFT, LINKS!* DO AY OWN LAUNDRY. - 


per—r’rsv2n>X#V/_ 


AUDI IS A SUPERMARKET AND LINCS MEANS LEFT IN GERMAN 


s 


THAD BEEN FOUR VEARS SINCE I'D SEEN SUCH A WELL-STOCKED STORE, 


THE FIRST AISLE | HEADED FOR 
WAS THE ONE WITH SCENTED 
DETERGENTS. 


GIVEN PAY RESTRICTED BUDGET, 
"TOOK TWO BOXES OF PASTA. 


THE FOUR YEARS TO COME. 


THANDED OVER B 700 SHILLING 
BILL. LUCKILY, IT Was. 


nti, oTvenwise | eu? 
stave oben ashame, 
4 ] 


ALWAYS FIND 
"EN BOKES OF 


0, 
mar tane 


T OFFERED HER SOME OF THE PISTACHIOS I'D 
BROUGHT WITH ME, PRESENT FROM MY UNCLE. 
THEY ARE A SPECIALTY OF IRAN THAT IS OFTEN 
GIVEN WHEN SOMEONE IS GOING ABROAD. We 
CONSIDER OUR PISTACHIOS TO BE THE WORLD'S 


LUCIA RADE MME 2 KNORR SOUP, “CREAM OF 


MUSHROOM. 


FeRNSEHEN! 
yal vat 


TWAS HAPPY. | WAS SPEAKING 
GERMAN. 


EVERY MORNING, | WAS, 
RUDELY AWAKENED BY THE 
‘SOUND OF LUCIA'S Halk DRYER. 


S) 


TT WAS MY VERY OWN ALAR CLOG) 
FOR 6:30 ON THE DOT. 
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AND THEN THERE WAS THE FIRST 
MaTH TEST. | DISTINGUISHED 
AYSELE BY MY HIGH LEVEL, 


GETRAPH GRAVO! EXCELLENT WORK. 
JUST ONE MISTAKE COST YOU NALF & 
(OU eT & 49.6 OUT OF 20, 


THIS GRADE WON ME & CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ATTENTION, 
| WAS VERY POPULAR WHEN IT CAME TO MATH HOMEWORK. 


THEN | BEGAN TO DRAW CARICATURES OF THE | [THESE PORTRAITS ALSO BROUGHT ME SOME GOODWILL 
TEACHERS. | HAD GOTTEN INTO THIS HABIT 
WITH MY TEACHERS IN IRAN, 


THE DIFFERENCE BEING THAT THEY WERE ALL 
VEILED, THEREFORE MUCH EASIER TO DRAW. 


BESIDES, MY MISTAKES IN 
FRENCH MADE ME SOMECNE OF 
INTEREST. IT HAD BEEN THREE 

YEARS SINCE I'D PRACTICED MY 
FRENCH, AFTER THE CLOSING OF 
THE BILINGUAL SCHOOLS BY THE 
ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT, 


OH THAT THING: YOU 


KNOW, 4 DICK! CAN YOU LEND, 
~ ME YOUR DICK? 


waar Do vou cate 
THAT THING, YOU 


SIMEANT & TRIANGLE, 


m” 


THINGS EVOLVED. AFTER SOME TIME, TULIE, THE SULLEN GIRL IN THE SECOND ROW, TOOK AN 
INTEREST IN ME. SHE WAS AN EIGHTEEN-VEAR-OLD FRENCH GIRL, IN A CLASS WHERE THE 
AVERAGE AGE WAS FOURTEEN, 


TUNDERSTOOD LATER THAT WER RESERVE CAME FROM THE FACT THAT SHE CONSIDERED THE 
OTHERS TO BE SPOILED CHILOREN. BUT | WAS DIFFERENT. | HAD KNOWN WAR. 


[sue inTRODUCED Me TO MOMS 
HE WAS TWO YEARS OLDER, 


7AOMO GREETED PEOPLE IN HIS, 
OWN WAY. 


ALREADY SEEN 
S OF DEAD PECPLE? 


‘$0 IT WAS HE WHO KISSED. 
IE ON THE MOUTH FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. 


TAGw THIERRY BND GUVIER, TWO SWISS 
ING IN AUSTRIA WITH THEIR UNCLE, & DIPLOMAT. 


PARENTS ARE DEAD?) 


THe FACT THAT | WAS LIVING WITHOUT MY PARENTS ALSO SUITED TULIE, 


a 


GHEIST MAS VACATION WAS APPROACHING, EVERYONE WAS TAUKING ABOUT THEIR PLANS, 


TM GOING TO 8 CHRISTMAS 16 AN AMERICAN INVENTION 
2 'SAKTA CLAUS DECKED OUT IN RED AND 
WHITE WAS COCA-COLA'S MASCOT, 


@0RED OUT OF MY 
MIND WITH MY 
PARENTS IN NICE, 


WERE GOING TO 06 BORED 
CRAZY INTHE UPS, 


au 


by 


‘You DON'T SEE oxay. 
TKNOW! ITS NOT €aS¥ TO 
SPEND. CHRISTMAS WITHOUT 
YOUR FAMILY. 


CHRISTMAS? NO, 
IT's NOT THAT 
Ge 
Cane 
A) 


DRL, Weoe, WR 
Wou! Hoo! BS. 


“eu Know, YOU COME, VOU 
MUSTN'T TALX ABCUT KLAUS 


THE NEXT DAY, LOCIA’S AUNT 


CAME TO PICK US UP. 


C 


Totia’s FAMILY Was VERY 
STRICTLY CATHOLIC 
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Vou want Me To Kee? 
MAY ROUTH SHUT, YOU HAVE 
TO STOP WAKING ME UP 
WITH YOUR HAIR DRYER 


LUCIA'S FAMILY HAD NEVER SEEN 
ANY IRANIANS. | WAS THEREFORE 


INVITED OVER EVERY DAY BY 
BN UNCLE AND AN AUNT WHO 
WANTED TO GET TO KNOW ME. 


TY GERMAN WAS RUDIMEN- 
TARY, THEIRS UNUSUAL A 
COUSIN WHO HAD SPENT FOUR 
Years IN FRANCOPHONE 
‘SWITZERLAND EXTOVED ACTING 
[as'mv TRanstaror. 


= 
(Gwe SAYS THAT TVRGLEANS 
‘BRE VERY NICE. 


THEY Say THA: 
HEY une You 


You KNOW, "7 & 
CABINETMAKER, | MADE THIS 
FRAME ESPECIALLY FOR YOU. 


THAD A NEW SET OF PARENTS 


prs 


TENDS” FAVORITE SUBIEC" 
UCHED ON WAR, OR DEAT! 


Wola Was MY SISTER, 


GFTER THIS TRIP, | NEVER COM- 
PLAINED ABOUT HER Halk DRVER, 


BAKUNIN was 7 WELL. LONG LIVE VACATIONS, 
AGAINST MARX. fatto 
BKUNIN? pee, , 


WHO'S BAKUNIN? cen 


FOR ME, NOT GOING TO SCHOGL WAS SYNEKYMGUS WITH 
SSCLITUDE, ESPECIALLY ROW THAT LUCIA WAS. 
SPENDING ALL HER TIME WITH HER BOYFRIEND, KLAUS. 


You wave a PROBLEM you'ee eer user IF, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
‘ITH VACATION? Horr tanks To CENTURY, THE ANARCHISTS 
rhe Lert, THERE aD TRIUMPHED, We 
lage Wouvavs me WOULDN'T WORK AT att, 


NO: BUT YOU SEE, AT Home, 
MAN ISN'T MADE FOR WORK 


WE HAD TWO WEEKS OF 
REST FOR THE NEW YEAR 
AND AFTER THAT WE Had 
TO WalT UNTIL SUMMER 


WHERE ARE ) (NOWHERE. 
Vou Genta on] | "a0 GOING 70 
Vacation?) | Read. tvove 


IN FACT, IT WAS a USEFUL 
ANSWER'T0 THe PERENNIAL 


THIS CRETIN MOMO WASN'T 
BUrGoerueR WANG i necDeo | | QUESTION "WHERE ARE YOU 
To Fir In) AND FOR Tar Goinar Aue THE WHILE GIVING 
AEepen vo eouca re MvseLr Mea Rove, 
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HEN, | TURNED MY ATTENTION 
ro SARTRE, MY COMRADES! 
FAVORITE AUTHOR, 


[soreer sent oF seme onoT) [Taen i srones Tae waToRy 
Ser musest recess jr rat connor 
Stereo wren eaconin 

Siagses mor ne was Cosson, 

‘at ue nab oeen exciuned 

ran tae cer wearin 

nb Tua Me ResecTeD au NN 

Sotwotiry, esseauey nar 


iit Ave i 
Kt 


TEONCLUDED THAT THE FRENCH 
Rigut CF THIS EPOCH WERE 
WeRTHY CF MY COUNTRY’S 
FUNDAMENTALISTS. 


“THE NOTION OF CONSCIOUS- 
NESS COMES FROM MAN'S 
Uveo EXPERIENCE.” 


ASIDE FROM THAT, | DON'T UNDER- 
‘STAND MUCH OF Kis PulLcsOPHY 
AS SURELY MOMO DIDN'T EITHER, 


TFRGT TERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CEMMINIST CEEPERBTERS, 
WHEN TD Hab ENOUGH OF 7 WAS $0 COLD THAT 1 HAD DECKED OUT LIKE THIS IN 
READING I WENT TO THE The"eRign™ 1bee OF WEARING | | VIENNA, 1 FELT LIKE | Was On 
SUPERMARKET. MY SKI SUIT, BROUGHT FROM THe SU6Pes OF INNSBRUCK, 

Feunan, 70 G0 CUT CLOSE TO MY FRIENDS, 


TWAS $0 BORED THAT TO GUY FOUR DIFFERENT PRODUCTS, | WOULD GO TO THE SUPERMARKET AT 
LEAST FOUR TIMES, 


’ 
8 any BOARDING vil 


& House 


SUPERMARKET 77 


FD HAD ANYTHING FUN TO D 

{WOULD EVER HAVE READ AS STARTING WITH MYSELF, ME, 
ma HE WOMAN. SO 1 THREW MAVSELF. 

INTO READING MY MOTHER'S FAVORITE 600K. 


EMANCIPATED WOMAN, 


‘SHE HAD READ ME SOME EXCERPTS, 
BUT | Was A LITTLE YOUNG, 
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THE MOTHER SUPERIOR NO LONGER WANTED TO SEE ME, S01 WAS CALLED BEFORE HER ASSISTANT. 
x "1 


| acu Sy 


17's oNaccePTAbee, 

yeu Sato re MoTWeR 
You snout 8€ ASHAMED 
OF YOURSELF! 


“SHOT UP, You INSOLENT 
GIRL. as ‘You've PAID, NG 
YOU CAN STAY UNTIL THE 
END OF THE MONTH. 
1 6aib 
THANK YOu! 


IM EVERY RELIGION, YOU FIND. 
THE SAME EXTREMISTS, 


2 


| DIDN'T WAIT FOR THE Seren AT 

END OF THE MONTH, THEY THREW Wi 1010 ON! A MINt~ 
2 FEW DAYS LATER, ur. 1 pew'r Know |] Ure. rm Goma ro 
CALLED TUUIE. WHAT 70 D0. 


SHE SAVE THAT SHE IS 
THRILLED 70 Have You! 
Live HERE. 


WN 


U/] 


- 


3 


iy 


EXPLAINING TO THEM THAT, HUMILIATED 70 HAVE 
BEEN CAUGHT RED-HANDED STEALING A FRUIT 

YOGURT, | HAD DECIDED 70 LEAVE THE BOARDING 
HOUSE OF MY OWN VOLITION. 


UT WHAT IN THE WORLD 
CAN THIS MEAN? SHE 
HATES FRUIT YOGURT. 


HAPPILY, MY PARENTS KNEW MY TASTES. 


READING WASN'T ENOUGH. TO FIT IN, 1 STILL 
Had ALONG WAY TO G0. 


2 


REALLY LIKED ARMELLE. SHE 
NAS GENTLE AND DISCREET. IN, 
FACT, ALITTLE TOO MUCH SO. 
COMPARED TO MY MOTHER, 
SHE LACKED AUTHORITY, 


AR/MELLE WAS VERY CULTURED 
EVEN IF SHE DIDN'T KNOW 
BAKUNIN. LACAN Was HER 
THING, SHE WAS PASSIONATE 
8007 HIM. 


YOU KNOW, HE OPENED UP THE 
FIELD OF PSYCHOANALYSIS WITH 
STRUCTURAL LINGUISTICS, 


WOMAN aND A MAN 
DON'T THINK LiKe, 
DON'T FUNCTION 
ALIKE, DON'T WRITE 
ALIKE, WOMEN'S 
LITERATURE BLAH, 
BLAH, BLAH, MEN'S, 
LITERATURE, BLAH, 
BLAH, BLaH, BLAH... 


TUSTENED OUT OF POLITENESS, 


DON'T PUT TOO 
MUCH IN. WHEN: 
rue Tea Is 
IsTRONG, rT Loses 
irs Fuavor. 


HE MANAGED TO 
THE REGISTERS 


SVANBCLIC IIAAGIN: 


AND REALITY. 


OF COURSE... HOW SILLY oF 
ME! TEA, INDIA, PERSIA, 
RUSSIA, SamovaRS 


1s0LaTe HE IS ONE OF THE FIRST 
OF THe To HAVE UNDERTAKEN 
ion GROUP THERAPY! 


AND ALSO BECAUSE SHE WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO 
KNEW IRAN. SHE UNDERSTOOD MAY NOSTALGIA FOR 
THE CASPIAN SEA. SHE WAS ALSO THE ONLY ONE TO 
HAVE SEEN & SAMOVAR, 


BND THEN, SHE WAS THE ONE WHO HAD CALLED 
MY PARENTS TO REASSURE THEM. 
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ARMELLE HAD A GOOD 308 AT 
“THE UNITED NATIONS. SHE WHEN 1 GET BACK | WANT How LONG Will YoU 
TRAVELED FREQUENTLY. THE HOUSE TO GE CLEAN BE GONE? 


TSTOCKED THE REFRIGERA- “sik DAS, IF YOU 


TRARTIN AND ARMELLE GOT TO TEAR TOE ane wa YOUVE SEEN HOW BANCVING 
KNOW GACH OTHER IM VIENNA 4 SHE 1S. 17'S FOR SURE! 
THEY WORKED TOGETHER, WERE DONT Tore aon 
GOTH DIVORCED AND CARRIED ON & rney'Re SueP- 
PLATONIC RELATIONSHI, ING TOGETHER. 

Ir They were, 


IDN'T YET HAVE ANY EXPE: 
RIENCE THAT WOULD Have ALLOWED 
ME TO MAKE THE CONNECTION 
SET WEEN aRMELLE'S CHARACTER 
AND HER SEX UFE. 


N v 
| 


ge 


db, 


yy 


WER FRIENDS FROM THE CAFE SCHELTER. 


29 


MY MENTAL TRANSFORMATION was FOLLOWED 
BY MY PHYSICAL METAMORPHOSIS. 


MY HEAD ALSO CHANGED 
IW ITS OWN WAY. FIRST, 
MY FACE GOT LONGER, 


THEN MAY CHIN ADVANCED 
maresticatcy, 


BETWEEN THE AGES OF FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN, | 
GREW SEVEN INCHES. IT WAS IMPRESSIVE, 


ME AT FIFTEEN 


ME AT SIXTEEN 


FEN mV RIGHT EVE GREW, 


MY LEFT F0OT, 


My. 


(even ToDay, 17's Maur a 


Size eigaee THAN my 
RIGHT FOOT.) 


ony 10 RETREAT 70 ITS] 


ORIGINAL POSITION SEV 
ERat MONTHS LATER. 


FouoweD swiftuy bv MV 
‘CHIN WHICH DOUBLED IN. 


OF COURSE MAY NOSE 
TRIPLED ITS SIZE. 


“AND WAS DECORATED BY 
PUaRGe BEAUTY MARK. 


wae 1 THoUaHT HIDECUS, 
Br Sue Fines 

fanD my CENTER OF GRAV. 
Irv Was BaLANceo OUT BY 
He POUNDS ON MAY BUTT. 


IN SHORT, 1WAS IN AK GUY STAGE SEEMINGLY 


warnour END. 
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25 F MY NATURAL "AND 2 WEEK LATER, A LOOKED LIKE COSETTE 
DEFORMITY wasn’ UTTUE SNIP OF THE 

ENOUGH, | TRIED a FEW SCISSORS ON THE RIGHT. 
NeW HAIRCUTS. & 

UT TLE SNIP OF THE 
SCISSORS ON THE LEFT. 


y 


50 1 COATED AY TA0DED A THICK LINE 
HAIR WITH GEL, OF EYELINER, 


| om, | 


WHICH WERE 
REPLACED BY & 
SCARF. IT SOFTENED 
THE LOOK. 


To My ENORMOUS SURPRISE, | [THAT'S How | BECAME THE 
MY NEW LOOK EVEN PLEASED | | SCHOOLS OFFICIAL HAIRCUTTER, 
THE HALL MONITORS. IT 

SHOULD BE SAID THAT THEY 

WERE VERY YOUNG. 


WAVE YoU SEEN How 
BEAUTIFUL SHE 1S NOW? 


You CHANGE YOUR 
HAIRSTYLE EVERY Day. 


twno curs your HAIR? Co 
CUT my why Fooe 
sey ey 


IT HELPED ME EARN A LITTLE 
‘SPENDING MONEY. 
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MY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THAT'S ROT ALL YOU 60 FoR 
ScHOOL'S LACKEYS DIDN'T THEM. YOU KISS THEIR ASSES. 
PLEASE MY FRIENDS MUCH, FROM TUE TO TIME. 


50, VOU SEEM TO BE ON AWFULLY 700 NET 1 THINK THEY'RE 
“GB0D TERMS WITH THE PEONS, ce, THAT's ALL 


PEONS, THEY'RE PEONS. THEY 
MANE a FixeD PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PROFILE. THEY ARE THIRSTY 
FOR POWER AND ARE LOOKING 


0 CONTROL US, 


Saati an (WHATEVER! EXISTENCE IS, 


NOT ABSURD. THERE ake 
evenyranais PeePLe we BELIEVE IIT 
NornNaNess. AND Wie GIVE THEME LIVES 
tusneree FOR VE LIKE LIBERTY. 
THEREFORE LiFe 15 OR VALUES UKE UBER 


MOTHINGNESS. WHEN 
MAN RECOGNIZES THIS 
HOLE, ME CAN NO 
LONGER LIVE UKE AN 
EARTHWORM, INVENT- 
IMG GAMES OF LEADERS 
AND FOLLOWERS TO 
FORGET MIS FICKLENESS, 


WHAT RUBBISH EVEN 
rust, 14'S a DISTRACTION 
FROM BOREDOM 


SO MY UNCLE DIED 
DISTRACT HIMSELF? 


Nese coment, i(ox! ace we gona, 
Lax BLAH eL3H SMOKE A JOINT? 


FOR MOMO, DEATH Was THE ONLY 
DOMAIN WHERE MY KNOWLEDGE 
EXCEEDED HIS. ON THIS SUBTECT, 
TALWAYS HAD THE LAST WORD. 
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TT WAS ALWAVS THIERRY WHO ROLLED THE 30N7S] 
WHILE WE KEPT BN EYE OUT FOR THE MONITORS 
50 WE WOULDN'T BE CAUGHT BY SURPRISE. 


OKE, BUT 1 DID IT OUT OF 
To Me, GRASS AND 
Hin 


GACH TIME | WAS OFFERED & JOINT, 1 REMEMBERED THIS 
CONVERSATION MV PARENTS HAD ABGUT MV COUSIN KAMRAN, 


BECOMING A VEGETABLE WAS. 
OUT OF THE QUESTION 


50 | PRETENDED TO [aD as Seon as my FRienos’] [THeN, 1 miTATeD THER 

PaRTicipaTe, BUT | NEVER Backs were TuRNen, 1 stuck | | cauanreR, 

INHALED THE’ SMOKE. MY FINGERS IN MY EVES TO 
MAKE THEM GOOD AND RED. 


SN 


Twas QUITE BELIEVABLE. 


THE HARDER | TRIED TO ASSIMILATE, THE MORE | HAD THE FEELING THAT | WAS DISTANCING 
MYSELF FROM MY CULTURE, BETRAVING MAY PARENTS AND MY ORIGINS, THAT | WAS PLAYING A 


| came ev sOneedby ELSE'S RULES, 


GACH TELEPHONE CALL FROM MY PARENTS REMINDED [ME OF MY COWARDICE AND MY BETRAVAL.| WAS 
AT ONCE HAPPY TO HEAR THEIR VOICES AND ASHAMED TO TALK TO THEM. 

YES, VM DOING FINE. I'M GETTING G00D GRADES. 
= FRIENDS? OF COURSE, LOTS! 


= YOU HAVE SOME GOOD FRIENDS? 


~ THAT DOESN'T SURPRISE ME, YOU ALWAYS HAD 
A TALENT FOR COMMUNICATING WITH PEOPLE! 


= pAD 
= EAT ORANGES, THEY'RE FULL OF VITAMIN ¢. 


= bap, | Love You! 
= US T00, WE ADORE YOU. You'RE THE CHILD ALL 
PARENTS DREAM OF HAVING! 


IF ONLY THEY KNEW... IF THEY KNEW THAT THEIR DAUGHTER WAS MADE UP LIKE 4 PUNK, 
THAT SHE SMOKED JOINTS TO MAKE A GOCD IMPRESSION, THAT SHE HAD SEEN MEN IN THEIR 
UNDERWEAR WHILE THEY WERE BEING BOMBED EVERY DAY, THEY WOULDN'T CALL MAE THEIR 
DREAM CHILD. 
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, 


you ARE GOING 
TO SHUT UP OR 
1 AM GOINGTO 
MAKE You! 


TAM 
IRANIAN 
AND PROUD 


cs 

‘ S )! 
er <a 
he ) 


saw 
o> 


JULIE AND HER MOTHER HAD LEFT VIENNA. NOW I WAS LIVING IN A WOHNGEMEINSCHAFT. 
THE WOHNGEMEINSCHAFT IS A COMMUNAL APARTMENT. | COULD STAY FOR FOUR MONTHS. 


TY WAS FULL OF LIGHT. | Ha 
6, 


TAY CGGHT HOUSEMATES WERE EIGHT MEN, ALL HOMOSEXUAL 
7 Pw 
? 
p ol 


on 


EVEN THOUGH IT Hab BEEN 
NINETEEN MONTHS SINCE | Ha 
SEEN MY MOTHER, THE 
FIFTEEN DAYS OF WAITING 
WERE VERY LONG. THE DAY OF 
HER ARRIVAL, | BATHED LIKE 
Never Berone. 


TIRONED MY CLOTHES FOR T MADE MYSELF AS BEAUTIFUL 
THe FIRST TIME, ‘AS I COULD BEFORE GOING TO 
MEET HER AT THE AIRPORT, 


cS 


Tsaw Rom aran A | [WHEN THIS WOMAN GOT CLOSE, THERE 
WOMAN WHO LOOKED WASN'T ANY DOUBT. IT Was REALLY HER, 
uke Her, THE sare | | BEFORE | LEFT HOME, MOM ONLY HAD A 
siunouerte, THe same] | FEW GRAY HAIRS. IT’S INCREDIBLE WHAT 
watk, eur with aeay| | Time does TO YOU. 

HAIR. MY MOTHER 

WAS A BRUNETTE. 


DIDN'T KNOW IF SHE HADN'T RECOGNIZED 
1Ne, OR HADN'T HEARD ME. 


SHE HADN'T RECOGNIZED ME, AND WITH GOOD REASON: 'D 
ALMOST DOUBLED IN HEIGHT AND SIZE. 


OH AY DEAR, 
an aut MOM! MOM, YOU'VE 
OU ARE $0 Fatt! poelery hy 


IT FELT STRANGE TO TAKE HER IN MY ARMS, OUR PROPORTIONS 
HAD BEEN REVERSED. 
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WITH THE OTHERS PERMISSION, 
BROUGHT HER TO STAY WITH Me. 


TLIVE HERE. YOU'LL SEE, YOU'LL 
LIKE IT. MY HOUSEMATES ARE 
VERY NICE, THERE VERY 
ExcITED AT THE THOUGHT OF 
MEETING OU. 


11'S NICE... | HADN'T 
UNDERSTOOD THAT 
YOUR HOUSEMATES, 
WERE MEN, 


IN PERSIAN GRAMMAR, THERE'S NO GENDER. MASCULINE AND 
FEMININE ARE INTERCHANGEABLE 


HOW ARE You? 


weLcome 


TT's AMAZING 
How You've 
GROWN 


DIDN'T REPEAT THAT SHE, 700, 
Had CHANGED. AT HER aa, YOU 
DON'T GROW UP, YOU GROW 01D. 


Tost uxe THar 

YOu Live wit 

e1aitt mem THEY'RE aut 
HOMOSEXUALS, 


HOMOSEXUALS?? 


BESIDES, | SURPRISED 
HER ONE DAY IN THE 
MIDST OF TEACHING “| 
Love You" IN PERSIAN TO 
FRANZ, WHO HAD JUST 
MET AN IRANIAN GUY. 


HAD TOLD HER THAT TO REASSURE HER 
Hin THAT, DESPITE THE SHOCK, 


SHE WAS ADPEASED. 


ae 


RECOUNTING NINETEEN MONTHS IN A FEW. are 3 ~ 
DAYS ISN'T EASY. WE HAD TO TALK A LOT TO FRUSTRATES MIM A UITTES, YOU 
KNOW, YOUR FATHER SPECIALIZED IN 
BAKE OP FOR LOSTUTING, OOF. THE CONSTRUCTION OF STEEL 
CONVERSATIONS WERE ALWAYS DISJOINTED. Fee eee ret Copa WeARTING: 
THERE'S NO POINT IN BUILDING 


FELL Mme, HOW'S DAD? WHAT'S 
HE COING? 


TUEFT IT IN IRAN, YOU Ste, 
WE DON'T HAVE THE RIGHT 
70 TAKE ANYTHING OF VALUE 
OUT OF THE COUNTRY. 


1S HE HAPPY ANYWAv? 


Ves, HE'S OKAY. HE 
MISSES YOU ENOR MOUS- 
ty, eur He's Wapey THAT! 
YOU'RE LIVING HERE, FAR 
FROM THE PROBLEMS, 


AY MOTHER ALWAYS WORE 
GOLDEN PENDANT THAT DAD HAD 
GIVEN HER FOR THEIR TENTH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. 


| LEBRNED LATER THAT SHE 
Mad Lieb TO ME. 


IN THE LETTER, HE WAS OVER 
JOVED BY THE THOUGHT THAT I 
[ACEFUL LIFE IN VIENNA, 


FORE NOAEY WERE - A LETTER FROM YOUR 
FATHER. 11M NOT THE ONE 
WHO OPENED IT, IT’S THE 
CUSTOMS IN TEHRAN, THEY 
CHECK EVERYTHING! 


THAD THE IMPRESSION THAT HE 
DIDN'T REALIZE WHAT | WAS 
ENDURING. 


THERE AGAIN, SHE WAS LYING 
AFTER THIS DAV, SHE NEVER 
AGAIN LET ME_00 THE COOKING. 


“a 


WE OFTEN WENT WALKING, 
My MOTHER AND | 


HOW'S GOR gut stie THE 
couxtey |( 2 ~ 


TRY || same, somainas, 
De ARRESTS, WE'RE 
‘$0 USeD To IT 
Thar THe CALM 
HERE makes me 
‘a uTTte 
meRvous. 


50 WHEN WORDS FAILED US, 


GESTURES CAME TO CUR AID. 


WHILE WE'RE ON THE SURI 
DID vou KNow YOUR UNCLE 
NAGSOU0 IS LIVING IN GER MARY? 


IX GERMANY? BUT THAT'S 
NEXT DEOR. ME DION'T WANT 
COME VISIT US? 


Do you REMEMBER OUR 
NEIGHBORS, THE KIANIS? 
THEY BOUGHT 4 HOUSE IN 
DEMAVEND.” WHEN WE HEAR 
THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE 
BN BIR STRIKE, WE TARE 
REFUGE OT THEIR MOUSE. THE 
BIR IS VERY PURE UP THERE 
We Have 8 GOOD TIME. 


Ta MOUNTAINOUS CITY AERTH OF TERRAN 


Ian, we Was SOMESCOY: 
"MR. CHARTERED 

ACCOUNT ANT" INi GERMANY, 
They Tansk He's 8 TURK 

AT CUR Ade, IT°S DIFFICULT YO 
‘START CVER AT ZER 
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ow Goo It FEELS TO WALK 
WITHOUT 4 VEIL ON MY HEAD, 
WITHOUT THE WORRY OF BEING 
ARRESTED OVER TWO LOCKS OF 
HAIR OR MY NAIL POLISH. 


SHE NEVER ASKED ME ANY 
Questions a80ur say SITUATION. 
Pee ancy our OF a SENSE OF 
RESTRAINT BND ALSO BECAUSE 
SHE Was SCARED OF THE 
ANSWERS. IF SHE HAO 
SACRIFICED HERSELF SO THAT! 
Cour Live FREELY, THE LEAST | 
COULD DO WAS BEHAVE WELL. 


1' HAPPY TO SEE YoU $0 
WELL-SETTLED HERE. NOW 
You MUST MAKE AN 
EFFORT, YOU MUST BECOME 
SOMEBODY. 1 DON'T CARE 
WHAT YOU DO LATER, ONLY 
TRY TO BE THE BEST. EVEN 
iF You BECOME A CABARET 
DANCER, BETTER THAT YOU 
DANCE a'r THE LIDO THAN IN 
2 HOLE IN THE WALL, 


T REMEMBER THE DAYS WHEN, 
WE TRAVELED AROUND EUROPE. 
Fr was ENOUGH TO CARRY an 
IRANIAN PASSPORT, THEY ROLLED 
wT Tue RED CARPET. WE WERE 
RICH BEFORE. NOW AS SOON aS 
THEY LEARN OUR NATIONALITY, 
THEY GO THROUGH EVERYTHING, 
2S THOUGH WE WERE ALL 
FeanonistTs. Tuey TREAT US 
25 THOUGH We Have THE PLAGUE, 


‘A FEW DAYS LATER AT THE CAFE HAWELKA. 


a wD 


You WENT 
THROUGH My 
THINGS?? 


COME ON 
Give Me THAT 
ClgaReT TE! 


a 


THEY Said THAT IRANIANS 
DON'T Have ANY EDUCATION 
ND | BNSWERED BACK 
That THEY WERE ALL 
PROSTITUTES. 


TONDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTAN- 
ces, sHe WOULD SURELY HAVE . 
REPRIMANDED ME FOR WHEN YOU See YOUR PARENTS 
INSULTING PEOPLE. RARELY, ALL IS FORGIVEN. 


so 


WE WENT THERE THAT AFTERNOON, 
ANSE NIESE WEG 4 


MY STAY AT THE WOHNGE- 
MEINSCHAFT WAS TEMPORARY. 
HAD TO FIND NEW LODGINGS. 

HALLO Tm FRAUD 
MARSI, | PASSED DOCTOR HELLER, 
BY THE UNIVERSITY, 
TSAW aN AD FOR 
ROOM IX THE 
THIRTEENTH 
QUARTER. 


WERE .. THE RENT 1S TWO THOUSAND SHILLINGS”, SHE 
CAN USE THE KITCHEN AND THE BATHROOM WHICH SHELL 
SHARE WITH THREE ROOMMATES, TWO ENGLISH 


MUSICIANS AND AN AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE STUDENT. OF COURSE, 


MRS. SATRAML, 
oF COURSE. 


EVEN TODAY THIS INFANTILE 
JOKE BRINGS TEARS 70 OUR 
eves. 
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TSPENT TWENTY-SEVEN DVS “SHE STROKED My HaIR every] [IT RELAXED ME TO TaLK TO 
BY HER SIDE. 1 TASTED THE NIGHT TO PUT Me TO SLEEP. HER. IT HAD BEEN $0 LONG 
HEAVENLY £000 OF MY COUNTRY, SINCE 1'D BEEN ABLE TO 
PREPARED BY MY MOTHER. TaUK TO SOMEONE WITHOUT 
Was 4 CHANGE FROM Pa: HAVING TO EXPLAIN MAY 


TOOY YOURSELF FRUITS, 
ND VEGETABLES. YOO 100K! 1 Mabe 
THY DEAR, YOU WON'T MUST AT WELL. IT'S SOME SKETCHES, 
surr oR: newer, RIGHT? | Nor FoR NOTHING THAT INSPIRED BY OUR 
WE Say a HEALTHY MD ‘Window 
TN A HEALTHY BODY! SHOPPING. MeL 
Make YOU SOME 
lourrirs. you're 
1m NEED OF SOME. 
New exes, 


Tek once MV 1 MAD 
BeuaMr MYSELF ANYTHING AND, GIVEN MY 
Jemow TH SPORT, MY CLOTHES NO.LONGER FIT M6, 


THEN CAME THE OREADED DAV OF DEPARTURE, | WAS SAD 
BUT, WELL, I'D BEGUN TO GET USED TO SEPARATIONS, 


EVEN IF She KEPT & STRAIGHT 
FACE AND GAVE NOTHING AWAY. 
SHE LEFT Me WITH a BAG OF 
AFFECTION THAT SUSTAINED ME 
Fon SeveRat MONTHS, 


sz 


a HIDE AND SEEK 


FRAU DOCTOR HELLER'S HOUSE WAS AN OLD villa BUILT BY HER FATHER, A 49305 SCULPTOR OF 
SOME RENOWN. THE Bla TERRACE THAT LOOKED OUT ON THE GARDEN WAS MY FAVORITE PLACE, 
USPENT SOME VERY PLEASANT MO/NENTS THERE. 


ONLY THE EXCREMENT OF (ON AVERAGE, HE DEFECATED 
VICTOR, FRAU DOCTOR ONCE A WEEK ON MY BED. pocror 
HELLER’S DOG, DISTURBED Hetuer 
THIS HARMONY, 


fo0 vou HAVE any IDEA? IT’s THe FIFTH \( Yes, weLt! I'm YOU ARE REALLY VERY 
rime INA MONTH! IT’S UNaccePraBLE: |] GOING To HAVE THE UPTIGHT! 
SHEETS CHANGED. 


LOFTEN FORGOT THAT HE WAS TOO OLD TO LEARN ANYTHING. 
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TLL MY FRIENDS HAD LEFT OUR SCHOOL, JULIE WAS IN SPAIN, THERRY DAY LACK OF INTEREST IN 
‘AND OLNIER HAD GONE BACK TO SWITZERLAND AND MOMO HAD BEEN OTHERS MADE ME MORE 
EXPELLED. | Was ALONE AT SCHOOL, BUT | DIDN'T CARE. INTERESTING. 


HOW'S IT GONG, MARTANE? 


Evek SInce 0 SEEN My MOTHER, 
T DIDN'T NEED ANYONE. 


WHAT Do YOU Sav ascuT 
GONG TO aN ANARCHIST 
Bal oancry This weeKeno? 


TURED HUA A LOT. 


THERE'LL 86 ABOUT TWENTY 
OF US, IT'LL BE CooL. 


OF couRsE! 
VD Love 76. 


TEBRNING THAT HE KNEW REAL 
ANARCHISTS ONLY INTENSIFIED 
MY FEELINGS FOR HIM. 


TRRIODE Was HAUF-AUSTRIAN, 
HALF “SPANISH, 


ERRIGUE WAS TWENTY AND 
PLaveD THE PIANO. 


su 


DOWN WITH 


Pg DOWN wire 
tHe BouRaeoisie (~~~ S sas Cee” amy 
3 


wy (Cu 
a w ay 


wy ww 


Gy 
lw 


< van —e 


ONFORTONATELY, THE NEXT 
MORNING | WAS AS MUCH A 
VIRGIN AND AS TIMID AS THE 


NIGHT BEFORE. 


T WENT 10 JOIN HIM SO WE 
COULD TALK. 


THAD Tost FOUND ANOTHER 
EXPLANATION: "HE WAS IN, 
LOVE. WITH INGRID, 


NEVERTHELESS | HAD TRIED 
My BEST. 


ITS MY FAULT! '™ $0 
UNBELIEVABLY UGLY. I'm 
SURE THAT'S WHY HE 
DIDN'T WANT ME. 


wAnT To WAKE You. You 
WERE SLEEPING <0 Peace- 


he's wane 
To Tet me 
THaT HE'S 
MARRYING 
that Fat 
‘cow. 


so 


VOR UGLY. | S/RELL, 
VM TERRIBLE. 
VM HAIRY! 


He's GOING 
ro Feu ME 
THAT SHE IS 

THE LOVE OF HIS. 

Like, THAT I'm 

UKE 4 SISTER 

TO HAN, 


MARTANE, | ADORE YOU. T HAVEN'T TOLD ANYONE. 
THanks 0 You, I'VE 

DISCOVERED SOMETHING 
VERY IMPORTANT. 


| WANTED TO SHARE THIS 
SECRET WITH YOU FIRST, 


T's TRUE? You 
DON'T Even 
eu 


IT WAS INCONCEIVABLE, FIRST IRV 
Elau? wOUSEMATES AND NOW MY 


BOVFRIEND, TO THINK THAT ALL 
"THE MEN | KNEW FOUND LOVE 
AMONGST THEMSELVES, 


FIT DIDN'T WORK WITH (Tencan I'S OF 
You, 17 WOULDN'T WORK 20. 
WITH ANYONE! 


NEVER TWELESS, SOMEWHERE 
INSIDE, | was REASSURED. IF 
‘was BASieR TO ACCEPT THAT 
Ne WAS Gay THAN Tua? He HAD 
APREFERENCE FOR INGRID OR HE 
FOUND ME UGLY. 


VAM NAPPY FOR YOU. 


1 voUNG To KEEP IT. THIS CHASTE 
Love AFFaIR FRUSTRATED ME MORE THAN IT SATISFIED ME. | WANTED 
TO Love And 8E LOVED FOR Re: 


«o 


T LOST TOUCH WITH ENRIQUE BUT HIS ANARCHIST FRIENDS 


ADOPTED ME. MY LIFE WAS SPLIT BETWEEN THEM, AY SCHOOL, 
AND FRAU DOCTOR HELLER’S HOUSE. 


THE COMMONAL LIFE WENT 
HAND IM HAND WITH THE USE OF 
UL KINDS OF MOOD ENHANCERS: 
WEED, Hash, 


T TRIPPED EVERY WEEKEND, AND 
Yeu COULD SEE IT ON MY FACE. 


TAY PAYSICS TEACHER, VONNEL 


ARROUAS, WAS WORRIED 


AT HOME, THERE'S & WAR. I'M 


‘42007 Me, 


CANT. 


far wis HOUSE, 1 PLAYED 
WITH HIS TWINS, 
TOHANNA AND CAROLINE 


MARTANE, ARE YOU OKAY? VOU 


ScaRED FOR MY PARENTS, I'm 
UONE AND 1 FeeL GULTY | 
DON'T HAVE MUCH MONEY. MY 
UNCLE WAS ASSASSINATED. 1 
‘SAW My NEIGHBOR DIE IN A 


SENSED THAT HE DONT BELIEVE 


ME. Me MUST MAVE THEUGHT 
TuaT | WAS EXAGGERATING 


THEN, LIVE IN THIS CRABY WO- 
MAN'S HOUSE, MY BOVFRIEND 


FERCUGH, 17S OKAY. WOULD YOU 
LIKE TC COME OVER FOR LUNCH aT 
OUR HOUSE ON SATURDAY? MY 
MOTHER WiLL BE THERE, TOO. 


spent a vena rime rau] 
ING TO MRS. ARROUAS, MY 
TEACHER'S MOTHER, A 
FREencHwoMan OF JEWISH- 
MOROCCAN ORIGINS. 


Be STRONG, 


TUNDER STAND HOW HARD 


Fr Ig FOR YOU. You Mave 
To Make TuRee Times, 
‘THE EFFORT OF ANYONE 
ese TO succeen” 
THAT'S THe IMMIGRANT 
lore re was He 
AINE FOR ME, WHEN I 
ARRIVED IN FRANCE. 


Le WILL GO WELL FOR 


YOU. | MOPE TO SEE YOU SOON. 


DOT we NEVER SAW EACH OTHER AGAIN VONNEL'S WIFE 
DION'T LIKE ME. SHE MUST HAVE THOUGHT THAT I WAS 
RAY | Accina OF SreRIES. S01 WAS NEVER AGAIN INVITED OVER. 


on 


PAUL. LIKED HIM, WELL, THIS WEEKEND, 


SATURDAY PERHAPS, 


WE ARRANGED TO MEET AT CAFE} 
pe LEUROPE AT Six CLOCK. 


T PUT ON MY BEST CLOTHES. | WAS $0 EXCITED 
THAT | GOT THERE AN HOUR EARLY, 


wt waar 
ake You 
Reavina? 


T REALLY LIKED Hi 


THAD TO REMAIN DIGNIFIES. 1 
EXPLAINED EVERYTHING 0S 
NATURALLY AS POSSIBLE, 


FOR EXAMPLE THE LOGARITI 
OF 400 EQUALS 2 BECAUSE 1 


7m OKBY. 11° 30ST... YOO 
KNOW, 7 EXPERIENCING & 
GREAT LACK OF AFFECTION. 


S29 


a 
ru al 


DY HAND, CONSPICUGUSLY PLACED ON THE TABLE, WHILE| 
‘SAVING, “OON"T WORRY, I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU" 


TISTEN, | DIDN'T 
GET ouk Last MaTH 
CLASS ON LOGARITHAAS 
VERY WELL. HAVE 
[Some QUESTIONS To 
“ASK YOU. 


WE WERE TOGETHER UNTIL NINE. AE DO UGOTInETTOU, 


O'CLOCK, TALKING ABOUT FUNC- 
COC TALE = SruPID GIRL? YOU THINK THAT & 
ek ANS TEM BNETET: GUY UKE Him COULD 8E INTERES: 


————— "ED IN A GIRL LIKE YOU" 
THANKS, AND SEE YOU SOON. 
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THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND, | WAS BACK AT INGRID, MY FORMER ENEMY, HAD NOW BECOME. 

THE COMMUNE A GREAT FRIEND. SHE TAUGHT ME 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION. WITH HER, | 
SPENT MY TURE EITHER MEDITATING, 


Ya GaP NIL 


Ort 


DIDN'T ALWAYS LIKE IT, BUT | BY FAR PREFERRED BORING MYSELF WITH HER TO HAVING TO 
CONFRONT MY SOLITUDE ‘AND MAY DISAPPOINT MEAT’ 


oa 


Titus By UTTLE, | BECAME THE 
PORTRAIT OF DORIAN GRAY. THE 
MORE TIME PASSED, THE MORE | 


WAS MARKED. 


roe™ 


APPLY, THIS PATHETIC SITUA- 
TION DIDA'T LAST LONG, THE CLUB 
CLOSED AT 2:30 IN THE MORNING. 


IE YOU WANT, | CAN TAKE YOU 
WOME, OUT I NEED TO Flt UP 
FIRST. SHALL WE SPLIT IT? 


| Ba SA 


NOTHING SURPRISED ME ANYMORE. 
EVEN PAYING FOR Gas So THAT MY 
‘WHITE KNIGHT COULD DRIVE ME 

HOME SEEMED COMPLETELY NORMAL 


Bor THis KIND oF Decabence Was] [wis NAME was MARKUS 
He WAS STUDVING LITERATURE, 
AT LEAST I WAS SURE THAT HE 
DION'T WANT TO SEE ME BE 
CAUSE OF HIS MATH PROBLEMS. 


Tm GOING TO 


THis TIME | DON'T MAKE ANY EFFORT BT ALL 
DIDNT PUT ON MY BEST CLOTHES AND | ARRIVED 
AN HOUR LATE. 


THAD GIVEN UP. | THOUGHT 
THAT YOU WOULDN'T COME. 
I's HAPOY THAT YOU'RE HERE 
D0 You WANT 70 Dance? 


‘ASIDE FROM THE FACT 
THAT WE WERE BOTH ONLY 
CHILDREN, WE DION'T HAVE 
aovreend w comrdon. 
WAS UNCOMFORTABLE, 


woar 1 Love ABOUT 
1, YOUR REBELLIOUS SIDE and 
YOUR NATURAL NONCHALANCE. 


THINGS ALWAYS HAPPEN WHEN 
Vou uzast exPect. 1 was. 
mappiness. 


“ss 


THN Finrue winnce | | 
— y- 


mi: 


we 


WHAT BO-VeU THIN? YOU THN 1 DON'T KNOW. 
ANYTHING ABQUT YOUR "SECRET PROST 


TSULTED HER VERY STRONGLY 


rc 
TN PERSIAN, 


ORDERS AND 
rover OFF steam 


Yaw THE CROISSANT 


“AND THIS MIRACLE HAPPENED ONE 
NIGHT IN JUKE, DURING MY SLEEP. 


LUCKILY, | HAD BENEFITED ENOUGH FROM A SOLID EDUCATION TO 
NEVER BRIFT TOO FAR. IT WAS THE END OF MY LAST YEAR, 

TWAS GOING TO TAKE THE FRENCH BACCALAUREATE. RTS 

/suaiect ON’THe 

ac, iT witt BE 

monresquieu's, 
“SLAVERY oF 

THE NEGROES.” 


WHEN | STODIED WITH THE OTHERS, | REALIZED THAT | HAD 
MANY GAPS. | NEEDED A MIRACLE TO PASS. 


THE NEXT MORNING | CALLED 
MY MOTHER, 


(GACH TIME THAT 
WAS GRANTED. 


Vou HAVE THIRTY MINUTES 
TO PREPARE "SLAVERY OF 
THE NEGROES.” 


Ta0T a7, THE BEST GRADE 
‘ScHoot. 
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THEN CAME SUMMER, TO BE 
TRUTHFUL, | WASN'T MAKING, 
ANYTHING BY DEALING BECAUSE | 
WAS DOING IT AS A FAVOR. $0 
SET OUT TO FIND SOME ODD TORS. 


TT Was SOMETUNES BORING, “SOMETIMES FUN 


CAFE SOLE WAS LOCATED IN THE BEST NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD IN VIENNA, | WAS PAID DECENTLY, BUT IT 
WASN'T ALWAYS EASY WITH THE CUSTOMERS. 
SOMETIMES, | REALLY WANTED TO SLAP THEM, 


‘ONE DAY 1 Saw AN ABN 

A NEWSPAPER: “CAFE 
ENGLISH AND FRENCH, 

SOLE 15 LOOKING FOR A beatae tesco 


WAITRESS, THREE ‘ 2 
CoRoPean LANGUAGES, {eee WORiCgD OIA BAR, 


REquiRen.* 


“GOO! YOU START 
TOMORROW. BUT 
]wareu cov THe 
CUSTOMER IS always 


NONETHELESS, | WAD aN ALLY. 
IT WAS SVETLANA, THE c on 
Yuaestavian CHEF Pins sono. 


eH? 
WHAT'S THE Mu Las 
Swesrie? 


ATTER, 
some "er 
mower} gE 
pmcneo | ‘ey 
Aveure) 9 


SHE REALLY Mabe ME LOUGH, 
THanks TO HER, | WAS ABLE TO 
WORK THERE WITHOUT HAVING 
ro INSURE A Few MEN WHERE 
IT COUNTS. 


30 


| WAS $0 BUSY | DIDN'T NOTICE WHEN THE 
START OF THE SCHOOL YEAR ARRIVED. 


IF YOU WILL, THE USAGE OF CERTAIN SUBSTANCES 
DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME EFFECT ON EVERYONE. 
IN CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, IT CAN LEAD TO 

DEPLOR ABLE CONSEQUENCES. 


WHOEVER PROCURES IT FOR 
THE STUDENTS OF THIS 
ESTABLISHMENT COULD BE 
SEVERELY PUNISHED. 


1 SAW THAT YOU HAD THE BEST SCORE FOR 


TET Mme EXPLAIN 
AAYSELF. WE 
HAVE & REAL 
PROBLEM WITH 
THE CONSUMPTION 
OF CANNABIS IN 
THIS SCHOOL. 


YOU ARE INTELLIGENT AND 
TRUST | WON'T HAVE TO 
SPEAK TO You ABOUT THIS 
A SECOND TIME. 


REMEMBER YOUR- 
seur, saTRapi, 1m! 
COUNTING ON You! 


1 WAS VERY SCARED. IT WAS 
THe END OF MV CAREER. 


uM 


BDMITTEDLY, | WASN'T SELLING 
DRUGS ANYMORE, GUT | HAD 
STARTED TAKING MORE AND 
MORE. AT FIRST, MARKUS 
WAS VERY IMPRESSED, 


ANOTHER ONE?? 
vou'Re T00 STRONG! 


TSHOULD SAY THAT | Was SMOKING] 
700 MANY JOINTS. 1 WAS. 
CONSTANTLY TIRED AND 1 OFTEN 
Feu asueer. 


Tie DEFINE INTEGRAL OF 
FUNCTION F Ont 


(WHAT DO VOU WANT mE TO 
SAY, SIR? THAT I'M THE 
VEGETABLE THAT 1 REFUSED 
70 BECOME? 


THEN, HE STARTED TO 
LecTore me, 


[AND FINALLY, HE DISTANCED 
HUASELF. 


TR THe NAME OF GOD) LOOK 
AT WHAT YOU'RE BECOMING. 


Friis DECADENT SIDE, WHICH HAD 
150 PLEASED HIM AT FIRST, ENDED 
[OP PROFOUNDLY BNNOVING HIM. 


THAT 1m $0 DISAPPONTED IN 
MYSELF THAT 1 CAN RO LONGER 
(OOK AT MYSELF I THE MIRROR? 
THat | MATE MYSELE?.. 


sick, Feet. 
VeRv Tike, 


T REMAINED IN THIS STATE FOR 
THE REST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, 
BUT THANKS TO THE REGISTERED] 
LETTERS, SENT TO GOD EVERY 
Day BY AY MOTHER, | 
GRADUATED BY THE SKIN OF 
MY TEETH, | WAS RELIEVED. 


wz 


IT WAS 4988. MARKUS HAD STARTED STUDVING THEATER. 1 HAD] [ THIS SAME YEAR, | BECAME 
AWARE THAT THE PRESIDENT] 


REGISTERED AT THE FACULTY OF TECHNOLOGY, BUT I NEVER 

WENT, OF AUSTRIA WAS NAMED 
KURT WAUDHEIM, 

T DON'T HAVE 

TIME, AY 

EXAMS ARE 

NEXT WEEK. 


THROUGH MARKUS, | HAD GOTTEN TO KNOW SOME WE SHOULDN'T EXAGe uN EM IO GAY 
OTHER STUDENTS. We WOULD OFTEN GeT TOGETHER | |] Geeare. waLoneIm bomen troll 
AT THE CAFE Haweua, WHERE we DiscusseD PaLiTiCs.| |] Wwas ececred a YEAR | enon sociavicn ro 


AND & HALF AGO. IF NazISM, 
‘THERE HaD BEEN ANY 

RADICAL CHANGES, WE 

WOULD HAVE KNOWN, 


tt 
LS 


PAT ASSHGLES, THEV RE EVERYWHERE, YOU THINK 
TuaT THERE AREN'T AY WHERE 1 COME FROM? 


USAW SKINHEADS WAS IN 4954 THEY'RE TEN TUNES MORE FEARSOPE THAN. 


PERSONALLY, 1 DIDN'T ONDERST AND 
“ais bibreRence. THe FIRST Time 
AT THE TIME, | DIONIT EVEN KNOW YOURS. iRany, THEY Kit THE PEOPLE WHO DON'T 
WHAT IT MEANT. AND I DIDN'T —_ ed,  PEORE AN Dov 
Speak MUCH GERMAN. 501 DON'T 
Onberstranb what THey wane 
‘WITH ME-I SENSED THAT THEY : rocsnrtae 
WERE HOSTILE, BUT HAVING TO WAVE AN 
GROWN UP WITH THE GUARDIANS err sis evens 
GFE REVOLUTION, NEW WHAT 
To bon THis KinD OF SITUATION 


"Since THEN, | 
Maon'r novice 
THEIR NUMBERS 
GROWING. 


B 


BS FOR MARKUS, HE NEVER PARTICIPATED IN 
ANYTHING. HE WAS WRITING HIS PLAY. 


a) A CLICK 
CLICK 


AN tla 


"AND YOUR CONSCIENCE? WHAT HAVE 
‘YOU DONE WITH YOUR CONSCIENCE? 


sly 


$0 THAT THEY ONT VOTE 


Veau, THE INTELLECTUALS ARE T00 PRECIOUS 
TO WASTE THEIR TIME SHOUTING! 


THESE ARGUMENTS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE 
END OF OUR STORY. 


3s 


 S 


P—> SD 


es, 


ro 


J 


ae 
SS 


ate 


$01 SLEPT aT MY HOUSE AND 
THe NEXT MORNING... 


a 0, 
4 
es, 
——— 


Fas MUST BE DESTINV'S SIR 


THat | SHOULD CELEBRATE 
TURNING EIGHTEEN WITH HIM 


THAD AN INGENIOUS IDEA: "I 
AAA GOING TO SURPRISE HIM 
BY BRINGING HIM HOT 
CROISSANTS." 


TTORNED THE KEY IN THE 
Lock DELICATELY, NOT TO 
WAKE HIM, TO BETTER 
SURPRISE HIM, 
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<& THE VEIL 


MY @REAKUP WITH MARKUS REPRESENTED MORE THAD RO FAMILY OR FRIENDS, 1 HAD COUNTED ON THIS 
THAN & SIMPLE SEPARATION. |HAD TUST LOST MY ONE | [RELATIONSHIP FOR EVERVTHNG, THE WORLD HAD 


EMOTIONAL SUPPORT, THE ORLY PERSON WHO CARED FOR] | JUST CRUMBLED IN FRONT OF MY EVES, 
IME, BND TO WHOM | was alse WHOLLY aT TACHED. 


‘aH, THERE YoU ARE! 


GO TO HELL, LEAVE! | DETEST 
You, 1 HATE You! 


a 


EVERYTHING REMINDED | [Tis POSTER, HE BOUGHT 

Me OF MARKUS. THIS: 

BeDsPReaD, IT WAS HIS 

eiRTHOAY PRESENT TO MME. were was 
MY MOTHER 

To $TRoKE 

My HAIR? 


WHERE WAS AY 
GRANDMOTHER 
To TEU Me 
THAT LOVERS, | 
woot Have 
THEM BY THE 
OzEN? 


WHERE WAS. 
AV FATHER TO 
Punisn THIS 
fasioe FRom wine, we ELSE B0¥ wHo DARED 
jwas SINCERELY INTER HORT HIS 
JeSTeD In Me OURING THESE| DAUGHTER? 


FOUR YEARS IN VIENNA? 


WHERE? 


od 


TN THIS ROOM, EVERY THING, mv PASSPORT, THE PLANE TICKET 
ENOKED MARKUS. | COULDN'T IY PARENTS HAD GIVEN ME 
STAND IT ANYMORE. To VISIT THEM AT CHRISTMAS, 
ANO A LITTLE MONEY. 


TOT GOT ORESSED, 


WHERE ARE VOU GONG UME THAT?) Go FUCK VOuRSELF 
TURE nT Gana Fo eT < 
‘ cur oF THs s0 cases 
\% 


THIEF! I'M GOING TO 
Cale THE POLICE! 
1AM GOING TO 00 
THIS AND THAT . 


t0 


POINTS, SUDDEN 
Had & REVELATION 


MARKUS IS. 
REAL BASTARD, 


Te KNEW THAT COPS CAME BY FROM 


~, NOT 10 MENTION THE FIRST TIME WE WENT 
OUT TO 4 NIGHTCLUB TOGETHER, WHEN HE ASKED 
ME TO PAY FOR GAS AND ONCE THE GAS WAS PAID 
FOR HE TOLD Me: 


REPRESSED AS HE WAS, H 
WITH MY ReBeLLICUS SIDE 


a 


We Cot HAVE TAKEN MV 
DEFENSE INSTEAD OF SENDING ME 


(ow COULD I MaVE BEEN SO BLIND? WHAT. 
RELATIONSHIP? WHAT LOVE? WHAT SUPPORT? 
WHAT AN ASSHOLE! 


IN THIS WAY, ALL THE MONEY 
THAT MY PARENTS HAD SENT 
ME, WHICH | WAS SUPPOSED TO 
UvE ON FOR A YEAR, WAS SPENT 


IN THREE MONTHS 
mn) 
ray 


1 WAS GOING TODAY, IN RETROSPECT, | NO LONGER 

COMPLETELY JCONDERWW HIM. MARKUS HAD A 
MISTORY, & FAMILY, FRIENDS. | HAD NO 

JONE BUT Him. | WAKITED WIM TO 

BE AT ONCE MY BOYFRIEND, MY 

FATHER, MY MOTHER, MY TWIN, 


| MAD PROJECTED EVERYTHING ONTO 


HIM. IT WAS SURELY NOT EASY FOR 
‘A GOV OF NINETEEN, 


TN THE MORAING, | TOOK THE TRAM 


FOR ALMOST & MONTH, | LIVED AT THIS RHYTHM: THE NIGHT PRO 
MYSELF BE CARRIED ACROSS VIENNA BY SLEEP AND THE TRAMW. 


ND THE DAY LETTING 


au 


VERY QUICKLY, MAY SAVINGS 


VANISHED, | WAS BROKE, 


SOON, WAS RECOGNIZED AND 
THROWN OUT OF ALL THE TRAMS. 


VA 
a | O 


17 WAS UNTHINKABLE THAT | 


11'S INCREDIBLE HOW QuicKLy] [LOOKING FOR FOOD IN TRASH 
U Can LOSE YOUR DIGNITY. 

T FOUND AAYSELE SMOKING 

BUTTS, 


7 WHO BEFORE COULDN'T EVEN 
TASTE FROM OTHERS’ PLATES, 


“$C | HAD TO FIND A WELL-HIDDEN PLACE TO SLEEP AT 
NIGHTS ON THE STREET COULD END VERY BADLY FOR & YOUNG 


G0 BACK TO see Z0z0. 


GIRL LIKE ME. 


DIDN'T HAVE ANYONE. MY ENTIRE EXISTENCE HAD BEEN PLANNED. 
BRCUND MARKUS. I'S SURELY FOR THIS REASON THAT 1 FOUND 
MYSELF WANDERING UKE THIS, 


AS FOR FRAU DOCTOR HELLER, 
UET’S NOT EVEN TALK ABOUT 
HER. SHE REPRESENTED 

ABSOLUTE EVIL IN MY EVES. 


You DROPPED US FOR A 
GUY WHO WASN'T EVEN. 


as 


TSPENT MORE THAN TWO 
MONTHS ON THE STREET IN 
THE MIDDLE OF WINTER, 


TT WAS VERY COLD. 


1 GOT SICK, 


THEN A LITTLE MORE, 


RRRM 
KREUH 
Kor 


mPe 
KKOF 


UNTIL 1 SPIT 61000, 


"AND ENDED UP 


I WOKE UP IN A HOSPITAL. IT WAS A MIRACLE. IF | HAD FAINTED DURING THE NIGHT, NO ONE 
WOULD HAVE NOTICED AND THE GLACIAL COLD WOULD SURELY HAVE PREVENTED Mé FROM 
FULFILLING MY DESTINY. 


THAD KNOWN A REVOLUTION THAT HAD MADE 
MME LOSE PART OF MY FAMILY. 


= «AND ITS A BANAL STORY OF LOVE THAT 
PSOMAS FAST AS SOUIARNE ALMOST CARRIED ME AWAY. 


ed 


You HAVE A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH. WE 
HAVE CONDUCTED & COMPLETE CHECK-UP. 


WHERE 00 YOO LIVE? 


Tikan,) (IN IRAN? 


Yes, Welt, | DONT 
REALLY HAVE AN 
[ADDRESS IN VIENNA. 


T SUDDENLY REMEMBERED THIS CONVERSATION 
WITH MY MOTHER, 


YOU KNOW, Z0Z0 OWES ME 3000 SHILLINGS, 
IF YOU HAVE THE COURAGE YOU CAN GO 
RECLAIM THEM. 


$0, YOU HAD SEVERE 
BRONCHITIS WITHOUT, 
GETTING TREATMENT. | 
FORBID You TO SMOKE. 
ONE SINGLE ClaaRET TE 
AND YOU WILL PUT YOUR~ 
‘SELF IN SERIOUS DANGER, 


EVEN WF IT COST ME TO CALL ZOZO, | DIDN'T 
HAVE A CHOICE. | DIDN'T EVEN Have & 


OK, 7A COMING: 
THiS AFTERNOON. 
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THE HOSPITAL HAD GIVEN ME. 
CLEAN CLOTHES. | WAS 
PRESENT ABLE. 


YOUR PARENTS, 700, 


‘WELL, WHAT 00 YOU 
THINK? THAT YOU CAN 
DisaPPEAR FOR THREE 
MONTHS WITHOUT 
THEM WORRYING? 


fir"s FoR vou) 
17'S YOUR 
PARENTS. 


MY FATHER'S VOICE WAS 
‘SOFT AND SOOTHING: 


=DaD, IT'S you? 


= AY DARLING, WE LOOKED 
FOR YOU EVERYWHERE, 


= CAN 1 COME BACK? 


~OF course, WHAT A 
QUESTION. 


-DAD, PROMISE ME TO 
NEVER ASK ME ANYTHING 
4B0UT THESE THREE 
‘*AONTHS, 


=! PROMISE YOU. .. HERE’S 
YOUR MOTHER. 


‘ANOTHER MIRACLE HAD JUST 
sccurRen. 
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SAY, YOU'VE GROWN, 
WHERE DID You DISAPPEAR 
T0? YOUR UNCLE MASSOUD 
CAME FROM GERMANY TO 
00K FOR YoU. 


If THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO WalT 
FOUR MONTHS TO GET A VISA, 
THEY WOULD ALREADY BE HERE, 


ORING! ORING! 


TOOK, HERE ARE THE 
3000 SHILLINGS, I'M GOING 
TO ANSWER THE PHONE. 


MY MROTHER’S VOICE WAS. 
TENDER, TOO. 


-1.AM VERY HAPPY. 


= MOM, PLEASE, 
DON'T CRY. 


THESE ARE TEARS OF JOY. 
= MOM. 
= COME Home, 

DARLING, WE 

ARE WAITING FOR YOU 
= mom 


=NO ONE WiLL ASK You ANY 
QUESTIONS. IT’S A PROMISE. 


CEFORE MY DEPARTURE, 
WENT BY FRAU 
DOCTOR HELLER’S, 


T FOUND AN INEXPENSIVE. 
HOTEL. | Hao FIVE DAYS AHEAD 
OF Me, SEFORE THE NEXT 
FUGHT TO TEHRAN, 


(Vou ARE PUTTING YOURSELF 


WERE THEY BRE: 


THERE 1S NO REST. 
THe REST wie 

COMPENSATE THE 
leRcocH THAT You 


T FINALLY FOUND A PLACE OF 
MY OWN, SOME PRIVACY. 


“SERIOUS DANGER. 


TDIDN'T SAY aNy- 
THING. IN-ANY CASE, 
I COULDN'T TAKE 

FOUR Years OF MY 
LIFE BACK WITH ME. 


DESPITE THE DOCTOR'S ORDERS) 
HROUGHT MYSELF SEVERAL 
CARTONS OF CIGARETTES. 


LTH THAT | 
PREFERRED TO PUT 
PAYSELF IN SERIOUS. 
DANGER RATHER 


» iw hah CONFRONT 


Sp) res swanne, may 
‘SHAME AT NOT 
WAVING BECOME 
SOMEONE, THE 
‘SHAME OF NOT 
HAVING ANADE 
MY PARENTS 
‘PROUD 
D arrer 
au THe 
SACRIFICES 
THEY HAD MADE 
FOR ME. THE 
suame OF HAVING 
BECOME & MEDIOCRE 
NIAILIST. 
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THe Five Dave PasseD Like 
THE WIND AND THE Cl 

korres DONT GET The 8eT 

TER OF ME. 1 GOT DRESSED, 


T PACKED MY 824 


TAGAIN PUT ON MY VEIL 


"AND SO MUCH FOR MY INDIVIDUAL AND i 


TNEEDED $0 BADLY TO GO HOME. 


on 


quae? THE RETURN 


MY FATHER DON'T HAVE HIS CADILLAC ANYMORE, GUT DROVE A RENAULT 5 
IN WHICH 1 WAS ASHAMED TO SIT BECAUSE IT 
DIFFICULT ING MORE COMFORTABLE THAN OTHERS. NOW 
myser TOD DISTRESS, 1 NO LONGER 2SKED THESE KINDS OF 
QUESTIONS. | WOULD EVEN HAVE PREFERRED THAT HE COME GET ME WITH A 
Serre CAR, 25 A WAY TE REMIND ME OF & MORE GLERICUS TIME. 


Tean't GELIEVE MY EVES! 
TELLUS, ARE YOU HUNGRY? 


a0, YOU KNOW WHAT IT'S 
IKE'ON IRAN AIR, THEY FEED 
You AT Least FIFTY TIMES. 


TOON FEEL URE TALKING. | PRETENDED TO LOK AT THE CITY, EVEN 
THOUGH IT WAS TCO DARK TO SEE ANYTHING. 


T WENT STRAIGHT TO THE LIVING 
ROOM. THERE WAS STIL THAT 
S02 ON WHICH MY PARENTS MAD 
ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WERE 
SENDING ME TO AUSTRIA 


ENTERING INTO & CONVERSATION 
ab0UT THIS SUBJECT SCARED ME 
50 MUCH THAT | HEADED FOR MY 
ROOM LIKE & BOOR WITHOUT 
SAYING GOOD NIGHT OR GOCDEYE. 


mney Were THE MOST COM 
PORTING WORDS THaT | HAD 
HEARD IN 3 LONG TIME 


T DIDN'T WANT TO TORN ON THE 
UiguT, | COULDN'T BEAR TO SEE 
EVERYTHING AGBIN $0 QUICKLY. 


SPENT A GOOD PART OF THE, 
NIGHT IN THE EMPTINESS, JUST 
Nappy "ro be THERE. 


TWAS OVERTOYED TO FINALLY HAVE & PLACE OF MY OWN AND THIS. 
REASSURED ME 
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COS SPORT: 5 S06 IAS IOOTEEE: Se D0 vou WANT SOME TEA? AN 00 YoU REMEMBER 
Recepeceanarar gene gptrtateod OMELET, SOME TOAST. ? Rav DecroR KELLER 
WERE. MAVEE SHE EVER LISTENEH a : 

DISGUSTING Tea 
To THEM TO REMEMBER ME. 


eR Name WAS HELLER! 
lor course! How coun 
TPOSSIOLY FORGET. 
‘THart HORSE PISS? 


Many CENT PID PAY Tapes CoeRee 
evervoneRe FoR THEM! De YOU KNOW 
WHERE THEY BRE? 

WHAT? YOU Know lem = = 

RAT er Were Wim, You See SCE DIN 

Parry Consisr’s OF Sack one Av, faavens! eave THEM 

Srwio THN FEA g 

Brren s MEAL, AND 

Acasnerre AFTER 

Ane 


Da Ves, ESPECIALLY WITH A 


ir was THe FIRST Time] 

THAT MY MOTHER HAD 

SOOKEN TOME IN THIS 

Fonte: m nER EvES now, | [Fema WAS THe DAUDMTER OF ONE OF HER FRIENDS 
THab eecome an abULt.| | Sue was FIVE YEARS YOUNGER THAN ANE, & CLD! 


AFTER ALL, MOM HADN'T BEER ToECIDED TO TAKE THIS LITTLE 
WRONG, INARY CASE, 1 NO VOrRE Riarti Tm GONG TO era Repairs 
LONGER LIKED THE TEbLS OF may BOY MYSELF SOME NEW ONES! Lice peep eens Lie Pm 
ADOLESCENCE. 


CAN YOU GIVE ME B SPONGE? 
A SPONGE? 


OF course, 
DARLING. 


9s 


NOW THAT THE WAR WAS OVER, MY FATHER, AN 
ENGINEER, DIDN'T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN, 


00 YOU ALWAYS GET HOME $0 LATE? 


EVERYTHING HAS TO BE REBUILT NOW. 


estRoy EVERYTHING AGAIN, 


© NEVER WAVE THOUGHT 
| WOULD ONE DAY HEAR MY 
OUND $6 ISILUSIONED, 


THERE WAS BN UNCOMFORTABLE 
SWENCE. EVEN MY MOTHER Was, 
UAT base 


TWAS SuecKeD. AT LEAST 


Zo, om Vou Get some Reet? ea ap Paed 
1 vou See now Suoweo? 
may TO POTS 


8 
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G3: 


To Des 
AS MucH AS POSSIBLE 
Berore IT Was over 


te? 6S, 
a er Cd eg 
ar —~?Z 


a4 


PaRe You SURE THAT THIS IS A 
GOOD Time TO TELL ALL THIS? 


MOM! LEAVE 
Mim acne! I's 
INTERESTED. 


50, THE MUTAMIDEEN ALSO KNEW THAT THE MAJORITY OF 
IRANIANS WERE AGAINST THE REGIME, AND THEY WERE THERE 
FORE COUNTING ON POPULAR SUPPORT. BUT THERE WAS ONE 
THING THaT WASA'T IN THEIR CALCULATIONS: THEY ENTERED FROM 
(RAG, THE SAME IRA THAT HAD ATTACKED US AND AGAINST 

WH WE Had BEEN FIGHTING FOR EIGHT YEARS. 


WITH THE RESULT THAT, WHEN THEY ARRIVED IN IRAN, NO ONE WELCOMED THEM, FOR THE MOST PART, 
THEY WERE KILLED BY THE GUARDIANS GF THE REVOLUTION AND THE ARMY. 


SCARED BECAUSE IF 
THESE 02PONENTS HAD 
REACHED TEHRAN, THEY 
WOULD Have FREED 
THOSE Who REPRESENT 
ED A REAL THRES 

To THE GOVERNMENT, 


+. $0 THE STATE DECIDED 
10 ELIMINATE THE PROBLEM. 
THEY PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING 
Cuolce TO THe DeTAMeES: 
EITHER THEY COULD RENOUNCE 
THEIR REVOLUTIONARY (DEBS, 
BND PROMISE FIDELITY AND 
tovauTy TO THe ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC, IN WHICH CASE THEY 
WERE DONE SERVING THEIR 
TIME 


@)\\ THE JOKE 


THAD BEEN IN TEHRAN FOR TEN DAYS, DESPITE MV RELUCTANCE, IN THE END AV ENTIRE FAMILY CAME 
10 SEE ME. | DIDNT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THEY KNEW BUT MY EUROPEAN FAILURE. | WAS 


SCARED THAT THEY WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED. 


WHER | THINK OF 
Venn, | 1wwenerERY 
Frank OF Si6Si.v 
MUST HAVE SEEN 


rue rum sraReine 


THAT'S MINS, MAY FIRST COUSIN 
SHE'S AN IMBECILE, SHE TALKS. 
T ROMY SCHNEIDER AS IF 


ONCLE. HE'S RETIRED FROM THE 
SHE WERE HER BEST FRIEND. 


MATICAL EDUCATION S¥STEM 


EVEN THOUGH | KNEW TH FRIEND. 
RECEIVING THEM EVERY DAY. 


SHIP_AND KINDNESS, I'D QUI 


*S CONTINUED 


BUT THERE WAS NOTHING TO 86 DONE, THE VISIT? 
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MARIANE, THE 


STARS swine 


in THE SKY 
AND YoU IN MV] 
NeaRT 


THESE ARC COR AEIGHBORS 
THEYRE THE INCARNATION OF 
THe PERFECT FAMILY. 


ASIDE FROM MV PARENTS, THE 
JOLY PERSON TO WHOM 1 
REALLY WANTED TO TALK was] 
MY GRANDMOTHER, BUT SHE 
CAME AFTER EVERYONE ELSE, 


TWAS WAITING, 
FoR THe TRIBE TO 


SHE WAS STILL HER OLD SELF, 


GFTER MY FAMILY, IT WAS MY FRIENDS’ TURN, | HAD FEWER APPREHENSIONS ABOUT THEM: WE WERE 
THE SAME AGE, WHICH SHOULD MAKE IT EASIER TO CONNECT. 


‘AT THE DROP OF A HAT, IF THE OPPORTU! 


fwHY 60 VOU LOOK LIKE A MUN?) 
NO ONE WOULD EVER GUESS 
THAT YOU'D LIVED IN EUROPE. 


X vew ane vou? 
NY) 


TY PRESENTED ITS 


fir's JUST THAT... 1 DIDNT 


DON'T 


Fare, way DON'T You TEL 
Os WHaT THE NIGHTCLUBS 


COMPARED TO HER FASHIONABLE 
MAKEUP, | REALLY DID EXUDE 
LU THE ALLURE OF & NUN. 


‘OH STOP PRETENDING TO BE $0 SHOCKED! DON'T 
YOU REMEMBER HOW SHE WAS? always 
GIVING LESSONS" SHE'S A “REBEL,” THIS ONE! 


TF THERE WERE STHL 
NIGHTCLUBS IN TERN, 
FD BE THERE EVERY NIGHT! 


THAD A HARD TIME REMEMBERING WHAT HAD 
BROUGHT US TOGETHER BEFORE. 


a PART OF ME UNDERSTEOD THEM. WHEN SOMETHING 
15 FORBIDDEN, IT TAKES ON A DISPROPORTIONATE 
IMPCRT ANCE. MUCH LATER, I LEARNED THAT MAKING 
THEMSELVES UP AND WANTING TO FOLLOW WESTERN 
WAYS WAS aN ACT OF RESISTANCE ON THEIR PART, 


NEVERTHELESS, | FELT TERRIBLY ALONE. 
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LALEH CALLED 
FOR YOU. 


i 


NES! ARASH BND Kia! 
WE HAD $0 
‘THER. AN, 
MUST Have 


nia 


1 A 
ALMOST DEAD??? 


4 
G 
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TDECIDED TO 40 SEE WIN. | LEBRNED 
THAT HIS FAMILY HAD MOVED. MY 
THER SET UP AN INQUIRY IN 


iE NEIGHEORHOGD AND FINALLY 
FCUND THEIR TELEPHONE NUMBER 


WELLd? COULD | PLEASE SPEAK 
CET ME GET wlan 
kia!» TeveeHoNe! 
wa! wi-D0 Vou 
REMEMBER ME? 


We LOST A LEG?," "WHAT IF HE IS HORRIBLY DISFIGURED?* 


\ fe 


WHEN | FINALLY GOT TO HIS. 


WHATEVER WIS STATE, | Was 
CONVINCED OF THE TUSTICE OF 


MY MISSION. Prue THIRD. TE COME TO VISIT 


MY CHILDHOOD FRIEND, KIA ABAD) 


MADPENED, We CES 
ave Salo THAT. 


TWAS RELIEVED. HE DIDN'T Seem 
"ALMOST DEAD at ALL, 


HOUSE, | WASN'T AT ALL SURE 


00 
Re 
Fe 


you 
MEMBER CUR 
VED RAMIN? 


YOU WANT TO HEAR IT? 


4 


foo, YOURE 6a0K FROM 
aUsTRIA? Wow was IT THERE? 


x DOING AS WELL 26 | CAN, 
want 0 Go TO THe UNITED 


i pacrok im Bos Tox. 
ruev'Re aoing To 
MAKE ME TWO 
‘eeauriru, 


WHETHER O€ NOT 
Fre AMERICANS WiLL 
Give MEA Visa, 


HERE GOES. IT's THE STORY OF 
18 GUY WHO FINDS HIMSELF AT 
THE FRONT DURING THE WAR, & 
GRENADE LANDS DIRECTLY ON 
his HEAD 


“HE'S BLOWN INTO A 
THOUSAND PIECES 


THE STRETCHER BEARERS 
ARRIVE, COLLECT THE PIECES, 
PUT THEM IN & LARGE BAG 
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TAND RUSH HIM BACK TO 
TEHRAN AT TOP SPEED. 


TE BECAME, ONCE AGAIN, A 


AND FINALLY, AFTER ONE 
HONORED FIFTY’ OPERATIONS AND 
2 YEAR AND A HALF OF BANDAGES, 


(ie ENDED UP LANDING NA GOOD] 
Hospital. THERE, THE 
DOCTORS SET THEMSELVES 
To STICKING THE PIECES BACK] 
TOGETHER. THEY STITCHED 


° 
Px] o%' 


70 Hath ined LEAD bas, ° ° My 
NEW LiFe, HIS FAMILY > 
DECIDED To FIND Him 

A WIFE. HIS PNOTHER 
DID THE ROUNDS oF 
THEIR FRIENDS AND 
THEIR NEIGHBCR'S AND 
FOUND A RARE PEARL 
ND AS TRADITION 
REQUIRES, THE MAN, 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
FAMILY, WENT TO ASK 
FOR THE YOUNG GIRLS. 
WAno. 


BETER LONG NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE AMOUNT OF THE DOWRY,” THE WEDDING RINGS, THE 
DRESS, THE FLOWERS, THE HAIRDRESSER, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, THE WEDDING VIDEO CREW, 
THE CATERERS, THE WAITERS, THE MUSICIANS, THE NUMBER OF GUESTS, THE TwO FAMILIES 
REACHED AN AGREEMENT, 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL DAY OF MY LIFE. a 


a0 


(snd WHAT COMES AFTER THE 
WEDDING? 


(AFTER THE WEDDING 
"THE HONEYMOON AIG 


WAL HA! HA! 
AALHAL Has 


HA! HA! 


MOLE aFTER- 


KOON TALKING AND JOKING .. 


[To vier me our oF mv DEPRESSION, WY FRIENDS SUGGESTED TAKING NE SKING. ONE OF THEIR Parcurs | 
nao & CHALE aT Dizm WANT 70 G0, BUT MY MOTHER INSISTED SO MUCH THAT | Eni 


TRETURNED HOME EVEN MORE 
DEPRESSED. 

OH YOU'RE $0 TAN. IT LOOKS 
GREAT On You! 


FAAYBE Vou SHOULD 
See SOMEONE. A 
SHRINK, PERHAPS? 


MARI, TALK TO ME. WHAT'S WRONG? 
15 THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO? 


ma 


TFOLLOWED MMV MOTHER'S ADVICE. FIRST | SAW & 
LEADING PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


V7 ASHAMED OF HAVING DONE NOTHING WITH MY 
LIFE... HAPPILY, NO ONE KNOWS THE DETAILS, 
FOR tod REASON, | DCA'T TELL THEM ANYTHING. 
TFEEL LIKE I'M CONSTANTLY WEARING & MASK 


‘ND Stil, ANOTHER AND 
BNOTHER 


DOCTOR, 1M NOT 
WELL. 1 HAVE No 
DRIVE. NOTHING 


a 


YOUR PROBLEM COMES UNDER’ 
THE DOMAIN CF PSYCHIATRY. 
YOU SHOULD BE CN MEDICATION 


THANK YOU, DOCTER, 
THANK YéU! 


FINALLY SOMEONE HAD FOUND & 
CORE FOR MY MALAISE. 


THEN ANOTHER, 


WHEN T WAS IN VIENNA, MY LIFE DIDN'T MATTER 
TO ANVONE AND THAT OBVIOUSLY HAD AN EFFECT 
ON MY OWN SELF-ESTEEM. | WaS REDUCED TO 
NOTHING. I THOUGHT THAT IM COMING BACK TO 
TRAN, THIS WOULD CHANGE. 


ABLETS THAT HE PRI 
SCRIBED ME WERE EFFECTIVE 


Twas OFTEN IN & TRANCE. 


"AND SO THEY WENT FOR TEN Tae DAY AFTER THER DEPARTURE] 
pedkc TAGE MY ARRANGEMENT 5. 
SEEN, INA FILA, @ WOMAN 


BL0e0, NEVERTHELESS, SINCE t 
was DRUNK. | MANAGED Te 
Geaze MySeLE 


1T_MUST BE SAD DIFFICULT TO 
lanza a FRUIT Lanes WERE 
(AE. 1 NEEDED TO FIND 


$0 | WAITED UNTIL MV WRIST 
HEALED To SwaLLow aut MY 
ANTIDEPRESSANTS. 


WHEN | WOKE UP, THE DRUGS THAT 1 HAD TAKEN 
GAVE ME SEVERAL HOURS” WORTH OF HALLUCINATIONS, 


50 WENT 70 SEE MY THERAPIST. 


TIAFERRED FROM THIS THAT | 
WAS NOT MADE TO OI. 


AND AS A HEALTHY MIND IS 
FOUND IN A HEALTHY BODY, 
TOOK UP EXERCISE. 


TO THE POINT WHERE | BECAME AN AEROBICS INSTR: 


AND FIVE AND SIX 
AND ONE ANDTWO.-- 


STRONG AND INVINCIOLE UKE THIS, | WAS GOING TO MEET MY NEW DESTINY, 


nA 


G0, YOU FOUGHT IN THE WAR 
‘AGAINST IRAQ? 


(war? vou KILLED PEOPLE? 


OA, 1 DON'T KNOW. WHEN. 
YOU FIRE, YOU DON'T KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE IT HITS 


‘AT THE SAME TIME, DURING 
JComBar, You DON'T Have TIME! 
FOR QUALMS. EVERYTHING IS, 
‘A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL 


WHEN THE IRAQIS 
ATTackeD us WITH CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS, | KNEW 1 HAD TO 
CLIMB THE MOUNTAIN, AS 
FAST AS POSSIBLE. 


BECAUSE, WHEN THE BOMB 
EXPLODES, THERE'S A CLOUD 
OF TOXIC CHEMICALS THAT'S 
RELEASED. IF YOU ARE HIGH 

ENOUGH, IT CAN'T REACH YOU. 


50 HAMID AND 1, WE RAN 
TOWARD THE SUMMITS 
OF THE ZAGROS* 


ST MONTAN Guan THE WEST OF IRAN 


THEN, WE SPENT A WEEK IX 
THe MOUNTAINS, WITHOUT 
FOOD. WE ATE SNOW $0 aS 
NOT TO DIE FROM 
DEHYDRATION, 


THAT MUST Mave OEEN 
TERRIBLY HARD! 


WARD VES, BUT WOMAN, 


BEINGS ARE MUCH PORE 
RESILIENT THAN WE THINK, 


nH 


nD THAT'S HOW | MET THE 
MAM THAT | WOULD MARRY 
TWO YEARS LATER, 


AFTER THIS PARTY, ROKANA 
NEVER SPOKE TO ME AGAIN. 
JSPPARENTLY, HER BEST FRIEND 
fwanereD TO 0 OUT WITH REZA 
UNFORTUNATELY, WE DON'T 
Blwavs GET WHAT WE WANT. 


HIS CHILDHOOD FRIENDS | MY CHILDHOOD FRIENDS 


HIS ROOM MY ROOM 


ps 
ee 


Tas FaveRive ACTIVITY [NY FAVORITE ACTIVITY 


Wis RELATIONSHIP WITH | MY RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ig MOTHER PAY MOTHER 


Ves MOM, (COMING | DONT vOU want TO LET 
HOME IN AN HOUR AND a | YOUR PARENTS KNOW? 


HALF. DON'T WORRY! y | W—ro waive 


HE SCUGHT IN Me 4 LOST] ANDI SOUGHT IN HIM A] 
LIGHT HEAR TEDNESS, war wHicH | Hap 
Escape. 


WE NEEDED EACH OTHER SO MUCH THAT WE VERY QUICKLY STARTED TO TALK ABOUT OUR SHARED 


FUTURE. 


WANT TO LEAVE HERE. EITHER, 
TO THE UNITED STATES, euT 


ub GO 
WON'T STAY HERE, 


ITALY, FRANCE, SWEDEN, 
SPAIN, ENGLAND 
DOESNT REALLY MATTER, 
JUST oon'T wanr TO 
LIVE IN IRAN ANYMORE. 


MAvee oC, SOT IN THE WEST 
YOu can céuLapse IN THE 
STREET AND NO ONE WILL GiVE 
ou a HAN. 


TOON'T WORRY! WE'LL 
FIND 4 SCLUTION’ 


DON'T WANT TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY Ria? AWAY, 


ITs BECAUSE YOU ARE STILL 
NOSTALGIC. VOU'UL SEE 2 
Year Feeu Now POLE 
witt visausT 

MTERFERING IN 

THINGS THAT 


a A vise PRO 86 EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT, 
50 WE DECIDED TC STUDY FOR THE NATICNAL EXAM? SO AS NOT TO 
WASTE YEARS CF OUR LIVES DOING NOTHING. IT WAS VERY HARD! 
T Had BEEN SIX YEARS SINCE REZS HAD GRADUATED HIGH SCHOCL. 

F PRACTICE FOR STUDYING. aS FOR ME, 1 HADN'T 
EN IN PERSIAN SINCE | WS FOURTEEN, 


HAPPILY, GET 


ue WAS OUT 
READ OR WRI 


MUNG PSS6E9 


ENTER NERS WET 
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TONE 4989, AFTER TWO MONTHS © THE CANDIDATES TOOK THE EXAMS IN DIFFERENT 
THE 614 DAY FINALLY ARRIVED, THEIR SEX. 


THAT DAY, | REPRODUCED IT 8) f ere DAN ARMAY UNIFORM ON 
JESUS, AND THEN | ADDED TWO TULIPS, SYM (ER SIDE SO THERE WOULD 
BE NO’ CONFUSION, 


T's SAID TH 
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“WE Hab TO WaIT SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE GETTING THE RESULTS IN THE “ETELAAT,™ WHICH DIDN'T 
Gomme OUT UNTIL 3 PM. WE WERE IN OF THE KIOSKS AT 4 

ut a, Way WL 

ewe Piv w 


KAOWING THAT 4% rf RO THOSE DISABLED BY THE WAR, 
[rue Sears WERE U xf oxe FLUO orn PASSED THE NATIONAL EXAM 


P WHERE HE PUT His HAND On| 
ri c 
CUR EXTREME TOY. WE RISKED IMPRISONMENT AND BEING WHIPPED 
$0 WE GOT INTO THE CAR QUICKLY | ) 6 
| Y 


& 
=e / 


WAS EXTRAORDINARY. 
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AFTER DROPPING REZA OFF AT 


ROW, ALL THAT'S LEFT | 
His HOUSE, | WENT HOME. Feet, eur 


THe fpecveaicar Test, BUT 
UST a derail 


@RAVO! WE KNOW. WE 
SAW YOUR AND REZAS 
NAMES IN THE PAPER, 


MY DEAR, UNFORTUNATELY, 
IT'S NOT Sus a DETAIL 


O 


TEED " RK MANY DavS OF RELIGIOUS] 

eee re F Y, | ENDED UP CONVINCED 

monet ff THaT THE ONLY WAY TO GET 
OVER THIS LAST HURDLE Was, 
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THE DAY OF THE IDEOLOGICAL TEST. Tiss SATRAM, 1 SEE FRO™ YOUR FUE THAT VOU HAVE 
liven IN AUSTRIA ... DID YOU WEAR THE VEIL THERE? 


NO, THAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT IF 
WOMEN'S HAIR POSED SO MANY PROBLEMS, 
Gob WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE MADE US BALD. 


(0 vou KNOW HOW TO PRAY? 
THe 


PROPHET 

MOHAMMED] 

SaiD: "4eD 
UKE ALL IRA- 1S CLOSER 


tans, | OON'T nom 

UNDERSTAND THAN OUR 

ARABIC. IF Phen he 

PRavina is, 

rauKing TO 

GOD, | PREFER, 

To bo Ir Na 

LaNGuaGe He 1S 1m US! 

THAT 1 KNOW. RIGHT? 

1 @eLEVE IN 

GoD, BUT | 

SPEAK TO HIM THANK You, 

IN PERSIAN, miss sarah), 
You CAN GO 
now. 


T SHOULD HAVE SHUT MY MOUTH, STUDIED 
HARDER, | SHOULD HAVE »., 1775 ALL OVER 


‘A FEW MONTHS LATER, | LEARNED Via THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ART THAT THE MULLAK 
WHO HAD INTERVIEWED ME HAD REALLY APPRECIATED} 
MAY HONESTY. APPARENTLY, HE'D EVEN SAID THAT 1 
WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO DIDN'T LIE. 1 WAS LUCKY. 
THAD STUMBLED ON A TRUE RELIGIOUS MAN. 
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THE MAKEUP 


"ACTIVE ENOUGH 
0 


SUDDENLY, FROM THE OTWER SIDE OF THE STREET, 


THAD 70 DISTRACT THEM 1 HAD TO 
BEFORE THEY SAW ME, 


WHEW! 


DON'T KNOW. SOME POOR GOY 
WH JUST HAPPENED 70 Be 
THERE, WHENT SAW THEM 
ARRIVE, NFIGURED THAT THE 
uty Way 70 GeT Away was 
TO PLAY "THE POOR Woman 
WHO NEEDS PROTECTION.” $0 
Troub THEM THAT THAT Gov| 
Hab Spoken INOECENTLY To 


ME AND THEY ARRESTED HIM 


ataarnannas that's TOE 
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TOME OR, LET'S GO SOMEWHERE 
ELSE! IT'S DANGEROUS HERE! 


WHEN THEY CARRY O07, 
RAIDS, THERE'S NEVER 
ONLY ONE PATROL THERE 
Witt B€ OTHERS. 


Sa Fay wend naman, Tene tooosey | [ S07 W was PRereeatie To 

TE MUS TSE SON TH WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN 2 PROBLEM HAVE & PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR 

ponne Ti Penton, ee erie cae 
tn < AY BROTHER, WHAT IS YOUR 


THE TROUBLES BEGAN IF THE 
TWO YOUNG PEOPLE WERE NOT 
UNITED BY SACRED TIES, 


TapecialLy W THEY wad TOST McIAas ne ROTORS OnIN? 
Mer. 


Waat’s THAT? HE'S 
YOUR COUSIN, RIGHT? 
You MUST KNOW THE 
AME OF YOUR AUNT! 


WHAT 1S YOUR RELATION: 


THey TOOK THEM TO THE COMMITTEE” THEN THEY CALLED THEIR 
PARENTS WHO CAME TO FREE THEIR CHILDREN, BV PAVING & FINE. 


SIR, YOUR DAUGHTER 15. aT 
The comuirree OF 
‘$280 abav, ACCOM 
BANteD Bv'A YOUNG 
MAN. A CERTAIN 
‘SAID! THEY WERE 


against THE 
RELIGIOUS 
MORAL CODE 
BND THe 
VALUES OF CUR 
REPUBLIC. YOU CAN 
COME GET HER IN EXCHANGE 
FOR 20,000 TUMANS™ IN CASH, 
HER WISE SHE WILL BE WHIPPED. 


STHE COMMISSAS © GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION 
MOE Se Tie! Tie monTaLy SALARY OF © GOVERNMENT WORKER, 
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WE ARE LUCKY TOHAVE 
PARENTS WHO ACCEPT 0UR 
RELATIONSHIP. WE DON'T. 
HAVE TO S66 EACH OTHER IN 
THE STREET LIKE OTHERS! 
MOST FAMILIES ARE 
TRaoiTionauist s, THEY 
ARE AS TYRANNICAL AS THE 


many case, FTwey anrest us\| |(SroP. acTuatwy, WHAT ARE 
Att we wave TO Sav ig THAT THEY GOING 70.00 TO MIM? 
WE'RE ENGAGED IT DOESN'T Ans tM EATS 
MATTER INTHE WORST CASE, 

Wwe paw din IT's Fine! 


EXCEPT WE SHOULDN'T GIVE B fro Te POOR GOV THEY TOST 
CENT TO THOSE ASSHOLES! 


NOTHING! HELL GET A 
Jassnoues TusT PROTECTED FEW SLAPSITHAT’S ALL! 


YOU FROM & PERVERT. 


THOUGH, THEY'RE $0 SICK THAT 
17’ POSSIBLE THEY'LL HANG, 
HIM. YOU REMEMBER MY. 
FRIENDS DARIUS AND NADER? 


wee, THEY 
WERE COMING) 
HOME FROM 
‘PARTY Lare 
ONE NIGHT, 
WHEN THE 
GUARDIANS 
OF THE 
REVOLUTION 
‘So0PeD THe, 


THEY THOUGHT THEY'D Have 
A UTTUe FUN 


BY FIRST, THEY THOUGHT THAT IT WAS SIMPLY A ROUTINE CHECK, 
BUT AFTER HAVING INSPECTED THEIR PAPERS, THE BEARDED GUY 
ASKED THEM: 


WHAT'S YOUR RELA 


a5 


1GOT HOME QUITE EARLY, 


(GRANDMA!WHAT a WONDERFUL 
‘SURPRISE! WHERE ARE MOM 
‘nD DAD? 


THEY WENT TO THE MOVIES. 
I STAVED HOME TO SEE YOU. 


imal ala 
Hat. THEY TOOK 
THE GUY AWAY! 
Ha! Ha: Ha! 


HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN WHO YOUR 
GRANDFATHER WAS? We SPEN 
A THIRD OF HIS LIFE IN PRISON 
FOR HAVING DEFENDED some 
INNOCENTS! AND YOUR UNCLE 
ANOOSH? HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 
Him T00?27! HE Gave His LIFE 
FOR us Deas! WHAT Have | 
TAUGHT You? HUN??? 
INTEGRITY"! 
DOES THIS. 
WORD MEAN 
ANYTHING, 
To vou? 


‘$0 1 LOOKED AROUND ME AND I FOUND A GUY WHO LOOKED A 
LITTLE SCRUFFY. | WENT OVER TO THE BEARDED MEN 


HA! HAL HAL 
HALHA! 


TM LEAVING. TAKE SOME 
Time TO THINK ABOUT THis! 
IT“S THE BLOOD OF YOUR 
GRANDPA AND OF YOUR UNCLE| 
THAT RUNS IN YOUR VEINS! 
SHAME ON YOU! 
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SELFISH 
eircH! THaT’s 
WHAT | THINK 


Tay GRANDMA HAD JOST 
YEtLED AT ME FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN MY LIFE. 


DECIDED THaT IT WOULD ALSO 
Be THE Last. 


GA THE CONVOCATION 


'SEPTEMBES 


FINALLY A STUDEN r 


= 


gue 


MANY OF THE STUDENTS KNEW ONE ANOTHER ALREADY. IN LISTENING TO THEM, | UNDERSTOCD THA’ 
THEY'D TAKEN THE PREPARATORY CLASSES TOGETHER. CUR FIRST LESSON WAS “ART HISTORY. 


WHAT 15 GENERALLY KNOWN AS ARAB ART AND ARCHITECTURE SHOULD IN FACT GE CALLED THE ART OF THE 
ISLAMIC EMPIRE, WHICH STRETCHED FROM CHINA TO SPAIN, THIS ART IS A CROSS BETWEEN INDIAN, PERSIAN, 
nD MESCPCTAMIAN ART. THOSE WHOM WE CONSIDER, LIKE BVICENNa, TC BE "ARAB SCHOLARS" ARE FOR THE 

MOST PART ANYTHING BUT ARABS. EVEN THE FIRST BOOK OF ARABIC GRAMMAR WAS WRITTEN BY AN IRANIAN, 


ee 
WAL 


IT WAS FUNNY TO SEE TO WHAT EXTENT THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS NOT ABLE TO PUT AN END TO OUR 
GHADVINIS SN. TO THE CONTRARY! PEGPLE CFTEN COMPARED THE OBSCORANITISM OF THE NEW REGIME TO 
THE ARAB INVASION, ACCORDING TO THIS LOGIC, “BEING PERSIAN” MEANT "NOT GEING A FANATIC” BUT 
THIS PARALLEL WENT ONLY $0 FR CONSIDERING THE FACT THAT CUR GOVERNMENT WASN'T COMPOSED 
OF ARAB INVADERS BUT PERSIAN FUNDAMENTALISTS. 

_—— 


AT LUNCH TIME. HEV! LOOK, THE GUY IN THE 
GLUE Sunt... HE'S REALLY 


Not aD" 


AMONG THE GUYS, & FEW 
THE PROFESSOR IS VERY EVEN HAVE Maik CUTS!" 
INTERESTING, BUT OH MV! DOES. 

MIS MOUTH SMELL. EVEN! 

THIRTY FEET AWAY YOU CaN 

SMELL HIS TACK AL'S BREATH! 


THEY WERE TALKING ABCUT 
REZA. | SUDDENLY FOUND THEM 
2 UCT LESS FUNNY. 


DESPITE THEIR UPTIGHT APPEARANCE, THE GIRLS IN MY CLASS 
SEEMED TO BE QUITE THE COMEDIANS. 


11'S TRUE THAT WEARING THE 
VEIL WAS & REAL SCIENCE. YOU 
Mab TO MAKE a SPECIAL 

FOLD, UKE THIS: 


(vou've uiveD 2BR.0A0?, 


“AND Tm RIVGOSHA, 


‘Because OF YOUR 
MaGunaéne YOU WEAR 
IT UKE & BEGINNER. 


B32 Kae 
Pacrite 
— 


eur vou see 


'SHOUKA WAS VERY FUNNY. 
UNFORTUNATELY, WHEN SHE GOT 
MARRIED TWO VEARS LATER, HER 
HOSBAND FORBADE HER FROM 
JASSCCIATING WITH ME. TO HIM, 
TWAS AN AMORAL PERSON. 


INIVOUSHA HAD VERY GREEN EYES. 
WHICH MADE HER THE MOST 
SOUGHT AFTER GIRL AT THE 
COLLEGE. (THE MATORITY OF 
IRANIANS HAVE BLACK EVES.) 


NEVERTHELESS, THINGS WERE 
EVOLVING... VEAR BY YEAR, 
WOMEN WERE WINNING AN EIGHTH 
OF BN INCH OF HAIR BND LCSING 
BN EIGHTH OF aN INCH OF VEIL 


Deb nead-<caRe 
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WITH PRACTICE, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE COVERED FROM HEAD TO FOOT, YOU GOT TO THE PONT WHERE 
YOU COULD GUESS THEIR SHAPE, THE WAY THEY WORE THEIR HAIR AND EVEN THEIR POLITICAL OPINIONS, 
OBVIOUSLY, THE MORE & WOMAN SHOWED, THE MORE PROGRESSIVE AND MODERN SHE WAS. 


titi 


COMING HONE THAT EVENNG. | CoE-aow wae 


YOUR FIRST OAV? 


| =e) 
G2 


“EVER SINCE MY COWARDLY ACT MY GRANDMA 


HADN'T BEEN SPEAKING TO ME. 


= 


“SHE HAD GIVEN ME & GIFT, SHE HAD THOUGHT OF 
MY HAIR, SHE WAS TALKING TO ME 


WHEW! SHE HAD FORGIVEN ME. 71 


1 HaD FORGOTTEN HER EXTREME INTRANSIGENCE, 


uo 


ONE WEEK LATER, RO, NO, 1 HADN'T EVEN AOTICED 
THE CLEAN-SHAVEN GUY, RIGAT OVER THERE, WHAT'S HIS NAME 
REZA, VES, REZA, DO YOU KNOW HIM? ROURE RIGHT, HE'S 

NOT THAT GREAT. 


WELL, He CAN'T STOP OGLING] 
You, Hee! mee! Hee! HEE! 


FACED WITH THE PERSPICACITY 
(OF MY GIRLFRIENDS, | HAD NO 
Choice BUT TC ADINT THE TRUTH, 


any 
PRESENCE IS 
Reguieeo at 
ycuoek ar 
confess saw The man 


Hint LAST NIGHT : 
IN YOUR Cag, Campus! ALL 


ATTENDING 
CLASSES FOR 
TWO WEEKS! 


SHWE LISTEN TS 
winar THe DIREC 
TOR 1S SAYING! 


TT WAS AT THE MAIN CAMPUS Twat THE SuBIECTS | [ |DIDN'T GET THE STAIRCASE THING, BECAUSE IN 
COMMON TO Att THE COLLEGES WERE TAUGHT, FT ANY CASE, WE FOUND OURSELVES TOGETHER 
WAS MUCH MORE REPRESSIVE THAN OUR, UPSTAIRS. BUT SHOUKA SAID THAT IT WAS TO 
COLLEGE. 3S ARTISTS We BENEFITED KEEP THE BOYS FROM WATCHING OUR BUTTS 


FROM A LITTLE MORE LIBERTY. FOR WHiLe WE CLIMBED. 
CAMBLE, THERE GIRLS AND OVS 
ao TO"TAKE DUFERENT 
STAIRCASES, WHILE WHERE 
We WERE, EVERYONE 
sto THe same 
Sraincase 


i 


T THINK SHE WAS RIGHT. 


aaa 


DOES ANYONE HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS? IF NOT, THIS. 
MEETING IS OVER. 


‘SiR, | HAVE A 


But AS A STUDENT OF ART, A GOOD 
PORTION OF MY TIME IS SPENT IN 
THE STUDIO. I NEED TC BE ABLE 
10 MOVE FREELY TO BE ABLE TO 
DRAW. & LONGER HEAD-SCARF 
WILL MAKE THE TASK EVEN 

‘MORE DIFFICULT. 


You Sav THAT OUR HEAD-SCARVES ARE SHORT, 
THAT OUR PANTS ARE INDECENT, THAT WE 
MAKE OURSELVES UP, ETC., 


‘AS FOR OUR TROUSERS, YOU CRITICIZE THEM FOR 
BEING TCO WIDE EVEN THOUGH THEY EFFECTIVELY. 
HIDE OUR SHAPE. KNOWING THAT THESE 
TROUSERS ARE IN VOGUE RIGHT 
NOW, | ASK THE QUESTION: 
16 RELIGION DEFENDING CUR 
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY OR IS 
IT TusT OPPOSED TO 
FASHION? 


YOU DON'T HESITATE TO COMMENT OX 
US, BUT OUR BROTHERS PRESENT HERE 
HAVE ALL SHAPES AND SIZES OF 
HAIRCUTS AND CLOTHES. SOMETIMES, 
THEY WEAR CLOTHES $0 TIGHT 
THAT WE CON SEE EVERYTHING, 


WAY IS IT THAT |, aS 
WOMAN, AM EXPECTED TO 
FEEL NOTHING WHEN, 
WATCHING THESE MEM WITH 
THEIR CLOTHES SCULPTED 
ON BUT THEY, aS MEN, 
CAN GET ExciTED BY 
TWO INCHES LESS OF MY 
HEAD-SCARF? 
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AFTER THE LECTURE. 


YOU'RE REALLY COURAGEOUS 


BRAVO WAAT FRANK SPEAKING! 


E0WE BEEN SUMMONED BV THE 
ISLAMIC COMMISSION. EBD LUCK 


TREBLLY OON'T 


THE DIRECTOR OF OUR COLLEGE 
WAD STUDIED IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND REMAINED QUITE 


secuvak 


TVE BEEN SUIAMONED BY 
THE IStamnic COMMISSION’ 


TF WAS AS IF | WERE GONG 
TO MEET MY EXECUTIONER, 


BOF TO My Pueagane sue) 
PRISE, MY EXECUTIONER PROVED 
70 0¢ THE "TRUE RELIGIOUS" 
MAN, THE ONE WHO HAD PASSED 
Me ON THE IDEOLOGICAL TEST. 


50 Miss saTRaPl 
ALWAYS SAYING WHAT vou 
Fumi .-. °7"S Good! vourRe 
WoNeST, BUT Vou ake Lost, 


Q 


READ THE SACRED TEXT, 
YOU'LL S€€ THAT WEARING 
THE VEIL IS SYNONVMOUS 
WITH EMANCIPATION, 


WF IS NOT 1 WHO SAVS IT, I'S 
Gop. 1M GOING TO Give YOU A 
SECOND CHANCE, THIS TIME, 
YOU'RE NOT EXPELLED. IN 
EXCHANGE, | AM ASKING YOU TO 
Imagine THE UNIFORM ADAPTED 
TO THe NEADS OF THE STUDENTS, 
1 YOUR COLLEGE. NOTHING 
EXTRAVAGANT, YOU UNDERSTAND, 


T APPLIED MYSELF. DESIGNING 

THE "MODEL THAT WOULD 
PLEASE BOTH THE ADMINISTRA. 
TION AND THE INTERESTED 
PARTIES WASN'T Easy. | 
MADE DOZENS OF SKETCHES. 


THis WAS THE RESULT OF MY 
RESEARCH 


‘seat 
mes0-ScaRe 
paar 
woe 
TROUSERS 
—_ 


THOUGH SUBTLE, THESE DIFFER. 


ate 


This LITTLE REBELLION RECON- 
CILED MY GRANDMOTHER AND ME. 


11'S FEAR THAT MAKES US 
LOSE OUR CONSCIENCE. IT’S. 
ALSO WHAT TRANSFORMS 

(US INTO COWARDS. YOU Hab 
GUTS! I'm PROUD OF You! 


RD THIS 15 HOW 1 RECOVERED MY 
SELF-ESTEEM AND MY DIGNITY. 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IK B LONG 
TURE, | WAS HAPPY WITH MYSELF, 


Q THE SOCKS 


: y 


TOK 
orF 
STU 


7) 
01 


WELL THEN DON’T 
LOOK AT MY ASS! 
Za A 

F 
sy 
x] > 


We CONFRONTED THE REGIME 
85 BEST WE COULD. 


OUR STRUGGLE WAS MORE 
DISCREET. 


THE REGIME HAD UNDERSTOOD 
THAT ONE PERSON LEAVING ER 


ven m 
puace? 


IN 4990, THE ERA OF GRAND REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS AND DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS WAS OVER. BETWEEN 7980 AND 4953, THE GOVERNMENT HAD 
IMPRISONED AND EXECUTED SO MANY HIGH-SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
STUDENTS THAT WE NO LONGER DARED TO TALK POLITICS, 


TT HINGED ON THE LITTLE 
DETAILS. TO OUR LEADERS, 
THE SMALLEST THING COULD BE 
A SUBJECT OF SUBVERSION. 


SHOWING 


A oun Laven Ww 


HAVING & WALKMAN. 


TN SHORT. EVERYTHING WAS 
A PRETEXT TO ARREST US. 


WHERE 
1S ay 
FREEDOM 
oF 
sreecu? 


war's 
GOING on 

IN THE 
pouricat 
PRISONS? 
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LEVEN REMEMBER 
SPENDING an 
ENTIRE DAY AT 
THE COMMITTEE 
BECAUSE OF A 
PAIR OF RED 
S0cxs. 


IT'S ONLY NATURAL! WHEN 
WE'RE AFRAID, WE LOSE ALL 
SENSE OF ANALYSIS AND. 
REFLECTION. CUR FEAR, 
PARALYZES US. BESIDES, 
Feak was always BEEN THE 
DRIVING FORCE BEMIND ALL 
picTaT ORS’ REPRESSION. 


“SHOWING YOUR HAIR OR, 
PUTTING ON MAKEUP 
Loaicatty Became ACTS oF 
REBELLION, 


UNFORTUNATELY, MAN’ 
WERE REBELS ONLY IN 


APPEARANCE, ONE DAY, IN 


VT eecause | suee? 


ME WHAT'S INDECENT 
WITH YOUR BOYFRIEND? 


YOURSELF! My BODY IS My OWN! 
IVE IT TO WHOMEVER | WANT! IT'S 


TO FIND A SEMBLANCE OF EQUILIBRIUM, WE PARTIED ALMOST EVERY NIGHT 


—— 


(QUT EVEN IN OUR HOMES, 


THEY DION'T LEAVE US ALONE. yy arcrtey’ 


FOR PLEASURE! 


Yoaw a pareoe oF 
GUARDIANS OF THE 
REVOLUTION OUT THE 

WINDOW! I THINK THEYRE 

COMING TO_ARREST US! 


1 
THEY CARTED EVERYONE OFF TO PRISON, OBVIOUSLY, WE WERE, 
VERY SCARED THE FIRST TIME. 


GUT We QUICKLY GOT USED ‘CUR PARENTS PAID AND WE 
TOIT. WE WOULD EVEN ARRIVE WERE RELEASED. 
LAUGHING, 


UNTIL THE NEXT TIME. TO 
Se atte To PARTY, You 
Hab TO HAVE MEANS. 


DAD, FARZADIS... (KNOW. 


iwas 
scaneo. 
MAvBE You 


y 
MN 


BUT HE CION'T FINISH HIS 
SENTENCE. DespITe THE 
DANGER, MY FATHER ALWAYS 
Cer me’uive THe WAY I FELT 
WAS RIGHT. 


THE NEXT DAV, WE GATHERED AT MY HOUSE, 


POOR FAR ZAD. HE WAS SO 
HANDSOME. | CAN'T BELIEVE 


He's Dead! 


YOU'RE WRONG. 
‘THAT'S EXACTLY 
wnat THEY WANT! T 
STOP US FROM LIVING! 
NOTHING BOTHERS 


T COULD KiuL THOSE 
BEARDED MEN WITH MY 
OWN HANDS, 


4st 


"OD THE WEDDING 


EVERYTHING WAS GONG WELL: MY STUDIES INTERESTED ME, | LOVED 
MY BOVERIEND, | WAS SURROUNDED BY FRIENDS, 


gs 


) 
8 
\\va 


MY FRIENDS AND THAD EVCLVED. | HAD TEMPERED MY WESTERN VISION 
OF Le AND THEY, FOR THER PART, HAD MOVED AWAY FROM 
TRADITION AS 8 RESULT, MANY UNMARRIED COUPLES HAD FOR MED, 


TT MUST GE Said THAT IT was] 
DIFFICULT TO BE TOGETHER 
(OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE. IF WE 
WENT ON 8 TRIP, 


Sie, we WOULD LIKE A ROOM 
FoR Two NIGHTS, 


JOUR MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATE, PLEASE, 


VM ONLY TWENTY-ONE! | HAVENT 


SEEN ANYTHING VET! BUT 1 LOVE 
HAA! HOW CAN | KNOW IF HE"S 
THE MAN OF ANY LIFE WITHOUT 
HAVING LIVED WITH HIM? 


WF we WANTED TO RENT AN 
APARTMENT: 


DEEP DOWN, NEITHER REPA NOR 
TWAS READY TC GET ENGAGED, 
IN TWO YEARS, WE HAD ONLY 
SEEN EACH OTHER AT HIS HOUSE 
OR AT MY HOUSE (I MEAN, AT 
OUR PARENTS’ Houses) 


TeGve Vou, 00 VOU WANT TO 
Ger MARRIED? 


VM A REAL ESTATE AGENT 
MAY AIM IS TO SIGN A MAXIMUA 
NUMBER OF CONTRACTS. YOUR 
FAMILY SITUBTIEN DOESN 

Ast TER TO Me, BUT THE CwNER 
REFUSES. Te Be FAIR, HE'S RIGHT. 
We'Ue HAVE PROBLEMS wir THE 
JSUTHORITIES .. AND THEN FROM 
[a MORAL STANOPCINT, WHAT 
NOU'Re DOM 15 NOT RlgT. VOU 
SHOULD GET MARRIED, 


ad! REZA ASKED IME TO MARRY 
ink DENT KNOW wha 70 00 


GIVE ME & LITTLE TOME 


TAKE AS MUCH 
TIME &S YOU NEED. 
YOU'RE THE ONLY OnE WHO Can] 
now. aT THE SAME TIME, IF 
Yeu wanr £0 know wis, 400 
SST Live wir MIM, AND FOR 
Thar, Vou MUST MARRY. 


WORST CASE, WE 


TNEEDED TO TALK 
MAY PARENTS BUT MY Mi 
Was ON & TRIP ABROAD, 
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“FEW DAS LATER, JAY DECISION Was MADE: 


WAS GOING TO. GET MARRIED. | ANNOUNCED IT TO 
MY FATHER. HE INVITED US, ME AND REZA, TOA 
RESTAURANT TO TALK ABOUT IT. 


FIRST: YOU ARE SURELY AWARE THAT IN THIS 
COUNTRY A WOMAN'S "RIGHT TO DIVORCE” IS. 
NOT GUARANTEED. SHE ONLY HAS IT IF HER 
HUSBAND ALLOWS THIS OPTION DURING THE 
SIGNING OF THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. MY 
DAUGHTER MUST ENJOY THIS RIGHT, 


BS YOUR FUTURE FATHER-IN-LAW, I'M TAKING 


THE LIBERTY OF ASKING YOU THREE THINGS. 


‘SECOND: MY WIFE AND | HAVE RAISED OUR 
DAUGHTER WITH COMPLETE FREEDOM, IF SHE 
SPENDS HER WHOLE LIFE IN IRAN, SHE'LL WITHER. 
TM THEREFORE ASKING THE BOTH OF YOU TO 
LEAVE TO CONTINUE YOUR STUDIES IN EUROPE 
‘AFTER YOUR DIPLOMA, YOU WILL HAVE MY 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 


THIRD: LIVE TOGETHER AS LONG AS YoU FeeL 
TRULY HAPPY. LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO BE 
Lived Babu. 


LONG AFTERWARD MY FATHER ADMITTED TO 
ME THAT HE HAD ALWAYS KNOWN THAT 1 WOULD 
GET DIVORCED. He WANTED ME TO REALIZE BY 
MYSELF THAT REZA ANDI WERE NOT MADE FOR 
EACH OTHER, HE WAS RIGHT. 
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NEXT, I CALLED MY MOTHER AT MAY AUNT'S 
HOUSE IN VANCOUVER, 


TUCK BETTER 
NOW THAT I'VE 
HEARD YOUR 


wo Do vou 
THINK? TO 
REzA, OF 
Course! 


WELL, SHE DCESN'T APPROVE. 


1 HALF EXPECTED THAT. . IT'S NOT 
SERIOUS. I'LL TALK TO HER. DON'T 
WORRY. 


MOM, | HAVE SOME VERY 
BiG NewS TO TELL You. 
FM GETTING MARRIE 


YOU'RE GETTING 
MARRIED? 


eur vou ane 
‘STILL TOC YOUNG! 
USTEN! You walt 
UNTIL I GET Back, 
FUL BE THERE IN 
THREE WEEKS. 
We'lL TaLx ABOUT 
TT AGAIN THEN, 


TNEVER KNEW WHAT THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER, 
NEVERTHELESS WHEN MAY MOTHER GOT BACK 7S 
TEHRAN 
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[ano sranring THE NEXT oay. EXT, SHE TOOK me TO a PLACE) [1 WAS THE suBiecT OF DOZENS 
KNOWN FOR ITS “WEDDING OF EXPERIMENTS, OF ALL KINDS 
fanaT De VOU THK OF TAS?! | HaiRoOS,” FO TRY Some CUT MAKEUP, FLOWER BOUQUETS, 
‘SHOES, 


‘OH. T'S A PRETTV 
ORESS, BUT | CAN'T WEAR 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 


'DO you ue 17, 


LicNow THAT YOU WANT To 
00 YOUR BEST FOR ME, BUT | 
DETEST WEDDING DRESSES, 
FASHIONABLE HAIRSTYLES ND 
‘UL THE REST. COULDN'T WE 
Have Tost a smauL 


s~ Party £4) 


LISTEN, WE HAVE 
ONLY ONE CHILD: YOu! 
11's POSSIBLE THAT THIS WILL 
BE YOUR ONE AND CHLY WEDDING, 
YOU ORESS AND WEAR YOUR 
HAIR THE WAY YOU WART, 
BUT LeT Us AT LEAST 
CELEBRATE THIS EVENT IN OUR, 
Own WAY. 


aby? 


T GAVE IN, AND MY PARENTS TOOK ADVANTAGE BY INVITING 
BANDS, A VIDEO CREW, FLOWERS. 


IR HUNDRED PEOPLE, HAVING TWO 


THE BRIDE IS HERE! 


AY DARLING! 
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aR 
Two SUGAR BOVE OUR | 
HEADS TO PASS ON HER JOY 


TRADITION ALSO REQUIRED 
THAT WE PLUNGE OUR FINGERS 
In HONEY, 


2 2 


Og 


MOM, ARE YOU IN THERE? 


THAD ONLY TO PUT MY HAND 


ON HER SHOULDER FOR HER TO 
START AGAIN, 


THAVE ALWAYS WANTED FOR] 
YOU 70 BECOME INDEPENDENT, 
EDUCATED, CULTURED .. AND’ 
HERE YOU ARE GETTING 
MARRIED AT TWENTY-ONE. 
I WANT YOU TO LEAVE IRAK, 
FOR YOU TO 6€ FREE AND 
EMANCIPATED... 


MY SWEET 
UT TLE Mom 
TRUST ME. 
IF kNOw wiea| 
UM DOING, 


WWE WENT HOME 


AUGHTER BND TEARS BUT ESPECIALLY LOTS OF 
WEARINESS, FINALLY, AT TWO IN THE MORNING.» 


I WAS ALREADY SORRY! | HAD SUDDENLY BECOME “A MARRIED 
WOMAN” | HAD CONFORMED TO SOCIETY, WHILE I HAD ALWAYS 
WANTED TO REMABIN IN THE MARGINS. IN MY MIND, “A MARRIED 
WOMAN" WASN'T LIKE ME. IT REQUIRED TOO MANY COMPROMISES., 
TCOULDN'T ACCEPT IT, UT IT WAS TOO LATE. 
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Despive evervtnina TRIED, | (“Tm coma To Mave lumen AT 


MY EXISTENTIALIST AND. MY DaRENTS’ HOUSE. ARE 
IDENTITY CRISIS WAS ONLY ONE You coma? 

PART OF THE PROBLEM. THE 

OTHER PART WAS REZA. 


VD LIKE TO HANG THE 
PAINTING THERE! 


n.$0 MUCH $0 THAT | 


CONTINUALLY LIED TO HIM. 


Love 
snr IN SUITS. 


aeT WEEN US. BUT AFTER 
MY PITIFUL LOVE STORY IN 
VIENNA, | NEEDED TO BELIEVE 


IN SOMEONE AGAIN... mavaaier | 


mY STEEL 


7 ie ok UKE 
RUDE Raa 


ont 
rtm | THEM’ 


reer use 
eves, 


AND! 
BcuauT mvseur 
Give Conracrs. 


eae FUL Be BACK 


1 sGREE wir 
EVERYTHING 


you sav! 
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He MARRIED. J "AND FOUND HIMSELF WIT 


(Bor you WaNT TO COME TO 
KIAKA’S BIRTHDAY PARTY? 


Are, 


(*}) THE SATELLITE 


TN 1994, THE YEAR OF MY MARRIAGE, IRAQ ATTACKED KUWAIT. 


“SERVES THEM RIGHT THEY SADDAM 1S OVERARMED BND NOW THAT IRAN HAS, 
SUPPORTED THAT aSTARD THE KUWAITIS CONTINUE TO DECLARED ITSELF NEUTRAL IN 
SADDAM HUSSENC FOR. MRT, SURPASS THEIR O1L PRODUC. THIS AFFAIR, THE KUWAITIS 
MeARS neop wii Viey TION QUOTA! LET THEM BRE APOLOGIZING FOR HAVING 
SHOULD REAP WHAT THEY ~ 
sowed? EXTER MINATE EACH OTHER! ‘SUPPORTED OUR ENEMY! 
‘SOON THEY'LL EVEN COME 
EXILE THEMSELVES HERE! 


THATS WHAT THEY OID. 


THE KUWAIT! IMMIGRANTS WERE EASY TO IDENTIFY. 
THEY HAD VERY ANCDERN CARS, IN CONTRAST TC 
IRANIANS, ECONOMICALLY DESTROYED AFTER THE LONG 
YEARS OF WAR. MY ONLY CONTACT WITH THEM WAS 
ONE SUMMER DAY IN THE STREET. 


Fue you! 
SON OF A BITCH! 


RENT RECOUNTED THIS MISADVENTORE TO 
AN UNCLE WHO KNEW KUWAIT WELL, HE 
TOL Me: “THERE BS IN ALL THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES, WOMEN BRE SO LACKING IN 
Rigs THAT FOR A KUWAITI, A GIRL WHO 
WaAUKS OUTSIDE WHILE DRINKING & COKE 
CAN'T BE ANYTHING GUT 2 PROSTITUTE.” 
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ASIDE FROM THESE LITTLE DISAPPOINT MENT: 


PeoPe ake FLING THEIR 
ISHOPPINGCAR TS, 7° LIKE 
‘A MavHOUSE IN WESTERN 
SUPERMARKETS, 


Tris WAR HAS 
ONLEASHED & PANIC IN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES ... 


IF THEY WERE 


We HAVE TWO BABIES! 
WE HAVE TO STOCK UP ON 
(Lived THROUGH THE SECOND POWDERED MILK AND 
JWORLO WAR! IT WAS HORRIBLE! DIAPERS, 


THERE ARE GOING TO 66 
ATTACKS! THEY'LL COUNTER- 
ATTACK! THEY'LL COME AFTER 
US ON CUR OWN TERRITORY! 


HA! WALHAS 
VRawarnay 
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17's CRABY, THE WAR 15 HAPPENING 


4,000 Mites away aNd THEY'RE 
SCARED! TO THINK THAT THEY 
Have $0.UITTLE To woRRY. 
ABOUT THAT THEY ARE GETTING 
WORKED UP ABOUT NOTHING! 


(we Saw SOME EUROPEANS 
TERRIFIED BV THE GULF WAR On 
TV ND DAD ANDI WERE SAYING 
TuaT THEY MUST NOT HAVE 

ENOUGH OF THEIR GW PROBLEMS, 


Don'T LET IF GET TO YOU, MOM! 
THE WESTERN MEDIA ALSO 
FIGHTS AGAINST US. THAT'S 
WHERE CUR REPUTATION aS. 
FUNDAMENTALISTS AND 
TERRORISTS COMES FROM! 


SINCE WnEN Have VOU 
TRUSTED OUR MEDIA? 
THEIR COrECTIVE CONSISTS. 
OF MAXING BATI-WESTERN. 
PROPAGANDA 


WHAT ARE YOU LAUGHING 
‘aeour? 


bee's Fawarricign and PERSONALLY, | HATE 
rem gies ane pesvmrari roe 
WHICH SIDE TO CHOOSE. ‘THE KUWAITIS, BUT | 


EXACTLY. JUST LOOK AT NO ONS LIFTED a Fugen THE WORST IS THAT THE 
AFGHANISTAN THEY FOUGHT Secause arananestan INTERVENTION Int KUWAIT 1S, 
THERE FOR TEN YEARS. 15 Poor! Done In THE NAME OF HUMAN 
THERE WERE 900,000 DEAD RIGHTS 

AND TODAY THE COUNTRY IS 

STILL IN CHAOS. 
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AT THE TUME, THIS KIND OF ANALYSIS WASN'T COMMONPLACE. AFTER CUR OWN WAR, WE 
THAT IRAQ GOT ITSELF ATTACKED BND DELIGHTED THAT IT WASN'T HAPPENIKG IN OUR COU! 


SADDAM! 


MO 
OPPOSITION. THE 
paorestes 
BEEN execs 


SEARCH OF A CLOUD OF 
HAPPINESS, HAD FORGOTTEN THEIR POLITICAL CONSCIENCE. 


TWASN'T ARY DIFFERENT FROM THEM. ASIDE FROM 
THE TIME | SPENT WITH MY PARENTS, I LIVED FROM 
BAY TO DAY WITHOUT ASKING MAYSELE ANY 


QUESTIONS. NEVERTHELESS, IN JANUARY 1992, & 
81g EVENT OCCURRED: 


Tat WAS FARIBORZ ON THE TELEPHONE, HE TUST 
INSTALLED & SATELLITE ANTENNA AT HIS HOUSE! 


WE COULD FINALLY EXPERIENCE A VIEW DIFFERENT 
FROM THE ONE DICTATED BY OUR GOVERNMENT. 


(LOOK AT THIS ONE! HE'S SO IMPATIENT THAT 
He DIDN'T EVEN SAY HELLO! 


i) Roconemayeee ra 
WATCHING MTV AND EUROSPORT 


BY THE END OF THE EVENING, OUR MINDS. 
WERE MUCH BROADER" 


THE SATELLITE ANTENNA WAS SYNONYMOUS WITH] 
THE OPENING UP OF THE REST OF THE WORLD. 


sen Toss vevce 
deceeaTED THE 
ROOFS OF att 
THe BunDIas 
IM THE NORTH 
oF Tenax? 


vbw wy 
wy a 


ie REGIE BECAME AWARE THAT 
THIS NEW PHENOMENON Was, 
WORKING AGAINST THEIR 
INDOCTRINATION. IT THEREFORE 
DECREED A BAN, BUT IT WAS TOO 
LATE. PEOPLE WHO HAD TASTED 
IMAGES OTHER THAN THOSE OF 
BEARDED MEN RESISTED BY HIDING 
THEIR ANTENNAS DURING THE DAY. 


Day SATEUITE 


THE CHE NETERBOR HOODS 
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MY FATHER Was RIGHT, ANYONE THOSE WHO WERE TONING LUCKIER ONES WITH RICH YOUNG 
CouLP GET MARRIED. IK FACT, THEMSELVES TO RICH OLD MEN, men, 

EVERYONE WAS GETTING MARRIED, 

THERE WERE THOSE WHO WERE 

MARRYING IRANIANS IN AMERICA 


INTHE HOPES OF ONE DAY BECOMING 
ACTRESSES IN HOLLYWO2D, 


THERE WERE ALSO SOME 
Real Love STORIES, 
Like THAT OF NIvedsHA 


AND THEN THERE was] [ AS FOR THE SINGLE ONES, THEY WERE WAITING 
REZA AND ME. THUR TURK: 


RIGHT NOW, | WAVE THREE CANDIDATES: ONE 15 A 
Dec TOR GUT HE LIVES IN IRAN, THE OFHER LIVES IN 
LOS ANGELES BUT HE'S SUPER UGLY AND THE THIRD 
IS VERY HANDSOME BUT POOR. 


DAY FATHER Was 50 RIGHT —=—— Fnen we RusHeD TO THE 
Tuar THE NEXT DAY, TRENT MEAN TE WORT you @RARY ANd Came BACK WITH 
avdoaized 70 Kin [Just wanrep ro siaxe vou} | Trueee esos. 

Dao, 06 vou stu WANT Te son) tan REACTS 
Fathers me vwouenTiy secause Vou 
ir a NERVE 


WERE, READ THESE, THERE'S 
"THE SECRETS OF THE Cla,” 
“FREEMASONRY IN IRAN AND 

THE MEMOIRS OF 


To CATCH UP, | READ ALL OF 
THEM In TEN’ DAYS. DESPITE NY 
2SSUMPTIONS, | FOUND THEM. 
REAULy INTEREST nde 


“IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER. FE 
MATIONALIZED THE OlL INDUSTRY 
ma9s4. 


me 


TAY NEw SPHERES OF INTEREST BROUGHT IME INTO 
ConTacr WITH NEW PEOPLE, OFTEN MUCH CLDER THAN] 
ME. AMONG THEM, A CERTAIN DR. M, AT WHOSE 

HOUSE ALU THE INTELLECTUALS GATHERED ON THE 
FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH. 


Th a COUNTRY LIKE OURS, WITH aS MANY RESCURCES, 
4S WE HAVE, IT'S NOT RIGHT THAT 0% OF THE 
POPULATION SHOULD LIVE BELOW THE POVERTY LINES 


17'S THe ENGLISH AND THE AMERI- 
CANS’ FAULT. THEY'RE THE ONES 
‘WHE DEPOSED HIM BY ORGANIZING 


PUSHED BY MY PARENTS, EncoUR-] [ONCE AGAIN, 
‘AGED BY DR. MA AND His FRIENDS, 

‘ND ALSO A LITTLE THANKS TO 
MYSELF, | CHANGED MY LIFE. 


F MOSSADEGH HAD BEEN ABLE TO SEE OUT HIS. 
PROTECT OF REFORM, IRAN WOULDN'T BE FINDING| 
ITSELF IN THIS SITUATION TODAY. 


MAY8E, BUT WHAT DID WE D0 TO STOP THEM? 
OUTSIDERS WOULD NEVER HAVE 

BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE THEIR 

ENDS WITHOUT CERTAIN, 

IRANIAN TRAITORS! F WE 

WANT TO RECONSTRUCT 

THIS COUNTRY, WE HAVE 

To BEGIN BY 

ADMITTING 


OUR own 
rom 
eens 


TBRRIVED AT MY USUAL CONCLUSION! 


ONE MUST EDUCATE ONESELF. 
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THE END 


WWE WORKED RIGHT AND DAY FOR SEVEN MONTHS. 


FINALLY CAME THE DAY OF GRADUATION. 


SINCE | WAS ALOT MORE TALKATIVE THAN REFS, WE WAD DECIDED 
THAT | WOULD DEFEND OUR DISSERTATION. 


WE GOT a TWENTY GUT OF TWEN- 
FV. BPTER THE DELIBERATION 


(UR MYTHOLOGY 15 ONE OF THE MOST COMPLEX 
MMYTHOLOGIES ON EARTH, BUT WE HAVE NEVER KNOWN 
How 70 MINE It, FOR FEAR GF makina IT VULGAR. MANY 
THINGS, UKE THE HOLY GRAIL, THE KNIGHT'S OF THE RCUND 
TaBie, ETC, E7C, COME FROM IRAN. IM COR COUNTRY, 

We wave ?HEME PARKS, BUT THE MOTIFS ARE AMERICAN. 
Voinen ts THe REASON ObsIND OUR INITIATIVE 
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BRAVE, MY CHILDREN! IT Was 
PERFECT! THANKS TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE LIKE You, 1 STILL HAVE 
OBE FOR THE FUTURE OF 
TRAN. YOU SHOULD PROPOSE 
Your Pxerect To THE MavoR| 
oF TEHRAN. | PERSONALLY 
KNOW THE PAAYOR'S DEPUTY, 


You CAN USE MY NAME. 


THAVE AN APPOINT MENT THAVE aN APPOINT MENT WITH THAVE aN APPOINTMENT WITH 
WITH THe MAYOR'S DEPUTY. "THE MAvOR'S DEPUTY. THE MAYOR'S DEPUTY. 
11'S ON THE 


(700 CannoT ENTER] ea 
Wir JUST A SCARE, espe rae 
‘ou mutt be Lerche q nce st 
WEARING & WOODED 

MEADWscaRe. 


WEARING RAKE OFFICE 344, 


THIS 16 GORD AFARID, AN AMAZING 
WARRIOR, WITH THE TIP OF HER SWORD, 
SHE PONTS THE WAY TO THE HIPPCDROME 


& GORD AFARID IN A CHADER 15 NO LONGER A 
GORD AFARID, YOU KNOW THAT BS WELL AS 1 00! 


MALE OF YOUR CHARACTERS 
ARE WOMEN WITHOUT VES, 
SEATED ON THE BACKS OF ALL 
SORTS OF REAL OR MYTHIC frm GONG TO BE 


FRANK WITH YOU: 
THE GOVERNMENT 
Iccuton’r cake Less 
Jaseur my rHoLeay. 
WHAT THEY WANT 
ARE RELIGIOUS 
SvmBcLs. YOUR PRO- 
Secr 1s CERTAINLY 
NTERESTING, 
renee’ 


ANIMALS. WE CAN SEE THEIR 
SHAPES AND THEIR HAIR 


cro 


BFTER CTY HALL, | mad a 
Rendezvous wit A CHILDHOOD 
FRIEND, FARNAZ 


TENT SEE THE CONNECTION 
ee Tween Your THEwe Pakk | 
nd VOUR RELATIONSHE! 


(D0 You STikt Love WIM? 


Te ONLY TANG THAT COULD HAVE 
saven Mv RELATIONSHIP was THIS) 
PROJECT. NOW THAT IT’S A LOST 
CAUSE, | THINK WE'LL SEPARATE. 


FROM THe MINUTE 
Shae hap THE TITLE OF 
JoiveRceo Woman, THe 
eurcner, 


Tince we BEGAN OUR SHARED] 
tire, it's THe FIRST TUMe 
rHar we REALLY inveSTED IN 
Somernng TOGETHER. TF 
‘BeovanT us CLESER 


Fruen usten TO Me AVEAR 
‘AGO, MY SISTER LEFT HER 
HUSBAND 


Rom nov PONT OF Ww, TOR Ont Tome, THER 
[pes ace wees rie, anb FoR anovwen Tun, 
"Ince YoU ake DNGECED, YOU'RE NO LONGER 
Sian and vou nave Ne Reason 0 Reruse 
‘iene Phew wave couovere Courences 
Uden, tuene's nerine sutonising A600 IT! 
Ein since Tobie perm, THER MOTHERS HAVE 
Cotte Tie “poubous Fara 


Se, a6 voNa as 
obe Ure ISAT 
Meu, STav 
wer Voor 
HUSBAND! | KNOW 
voor ramiuy ts 
opeN- MINDED, 
tor evervone. 
Jerse witt JunGe 


SGELDEN PENIS 


me 


THIS CONVERSATION WITH FARNAZ SHOOK ME, DONT LET IT GET TO YoU AFTER ALL, ITS 
BUT I DION'T AGREE WITH HER SUGGESTIONS. ONLY ONE PROJECT. WE'LL HAVE OTHERS! 

1 REALIZED SUDDENLY THAT 1 NO LONGER REALLY 

LOVED REZA. | HAD TO GET DIVORCED! | RUSHED TKNOW ... THAVE TO GO SEE GRANDMA, 
Hoone TO TELL HIM 


(GSD IDEA! SHE'LL KROW HOW TO COMFORT YOU. 


TS OCTVUU NANT TOTTARE TTHINKE TNO LONGER LOVE REZA, 
OFF THAT PAINGIN-THEAASS HINK WE SHOULD SEPARATE 
OF & Hoeb?? IT MAKES me 
bibemys tals "Taat7s VOUR “WORRIBLE 
THING? OM NY! YOU SCARED 
ME THOUGHT THAT 
SOMEONE HAD DIED! 


You KNOW 
have a 
wear 
conbIr ion 
‘ALL THESE! 
rears FOR 


Tate Teme GOT Ove, FAPY mo outs se0UT Tr 
Five Years ae, and vey mt Dhest mantiaae 
rece You rua at tHe rione, no ‘slavery non toe 
one cxoer tere Manniaae. 6UT ie secon. vou, 
Tauwavs rou MvSeur THAT I te MORE SATisrie® 
jwouto 86 HAPPIER ALONE THAN THe NEXT TIME. 
With SHIFT MAKER Yeu'ne coving $0 
Mvcns mavae tt 
means tua vou 
Sri cove wnt 
Pete's wo Rosson 
vou wave ro Te 
vim evervrum 
Riot wav race 
Souk rime, rane 
Xeour it Ano The 
Dav vou son? 
thant te anyone, 
Youteave mnt 
Yenena roorn is 
Rorren, You Have 
Fo putt ort 
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B07 Two MONTHS LATER, IN 
MARCH 1994, AN ILLUSTRATOR 
MADE THE FOLLOWING DRAWING 
FOR AN ARTICLE ON IRANIAN 
soccer: 


T FOLLOWED MAY GRANDMOTHER'S ADVICE. 1 WAITED. | FOUND A 30 
AS AN ILLUSTRATOR AT AN ECONOMICS MAGAZINE, 


Twas BORED AT HOME, | CAME TO DRAW 
HERE, I’M NOT DISTURBING YOU? 


EVERVTTING WAS GONG WELL, THE RAPPORT WITH MY COLLEAGUES 
MADE ME FORGET THE REST 


THE GOVERNMENT COULDN'T NO ONE KNEW WHAT HAD HAPPENED 
TOLERATE A MULLAH BEING TO MIM, BUT EVERYONE HAD HIS 
CALLED AN ASSASSIN.THEY lown THEORY. 


THEREFORE ARRESTED THE irae 
ILLUSTRATOR IN QUESTION 


P ASSASSIN 
WHATEVER THE Case, FROM 

THAT MOMENT ON, ALL THE 

PRESS was EXAMINED WITH & 
MAGNIFYING GLASS. 


as DRAWING WLUSTRATED AN AR 
TICLE ABOUT ALARM SYSTEMS TO} 
PROTECT THe VILLAS IN THE NORTH 
CF TEHRAN AGAINST BURGLARIES, 


FEW DAVS LATER, WHEN! Tue maGAzIe CAME COT 
Gor TO WORK, YESTERDAY AnD THEY WENT TO 

my coutecr mim ar ws veuse Tema, 
(mak Ianes THEY BRRESTED BENTAD FIVE CLOCK Im THE MORNING! 


BENZAD HAD MADE THE MISTAKE 
OF DRAWING A BEARDED MAN, 
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‘ea 
BUT A FEW HAIRS NOT BEING ENOUGH TO CONDEMN 
HIM, HE WAS SET FREE AFTER TWO WEEKS. GiLA, 

THE’ MAGAZINE'S GRAPHIC DESIGNER, AND | WENT 

TO VISIT HIM, 


AT THAT, THEY STARTED TO YELL, SAYING 

THAT | WAS INSINUATING THAT BEARDED AEN 

WERE SISSIES. | SWORE THAT THAT WASN'T 
IN ANY WAY MY INTENTION. 
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“<0, WHAT HAPPENED? TELL US! 


NOTHING: 1 EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT MV 
DESIGN CAME FROM A FAIRY TALE IN WHICH & 
PRINCESS’ LOVER CLIMBS INTO HER ROOM BY 
USING THE LONG HAIR OF HIS LOVED ONE AND, 
BEING ABLE TO ORAW A WOMAN WITHOUT 


"AND THEY BEAT MME UP..I HAD BRUISES ALL OVER 
MY BODY. FINALLY, WELL... YOU PAY DEARLY FOR 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION THESE DAYS. 


HEU, IM MANDAN, 


MARTANE, PM VERY HAPPY TO PNEET YOU. 


2 


RANDANA, CAN'T YOU SEE WE HAVE GUESTS? 0 
MAKE US SOME TEA. ACTUALLY, THEY BROUGHT 


‘SOME CAKES, BRING THOSE 
% 1m, Too! 7 
fe 


(30, WHAT BO vOU0G?y) SS 


weu, 


CO ETE 


100 YOU HAVE CHILDREN? 


a < no 


THANKS 50 MUCH, YOU'RE WELCOME. 
or Vover mandans 


Sorrento A vor 
DURING se 

re wees | eh 
or wenecer) 


“SHE STUDIED PHARMACOLOGY, BUT WE HAD 
NING VERY QUICKLY AFTER GETTING (MARRIED. 


‘50 NOW SHE'S A HOUSEWIFE, 


MARTANE'S NOT EVEN TWENTY-FIVE, AS FOR GILA, 
SHE DOESN'T HAVE & HUSBAND YET! 


ON GOR WAY BACK. 
TO THINK THAT HE Was, 
MAY HERO FOR TWENTY 
DAYS! HIS WHOLE SPIEL 
ABOUT FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION, WHILE HE 
DIDN'T EVEN LET HIS 
WIFE SAY ONE WORD! 
2H, IRANIAN MEN! 


DON'T SAY THAT IT'S AOT IRANIAN MEN, BUT JNEN, PERIOD. TWO YEARS AGO, 1 WAS GOING OUT WITH a 
He BEHAVED BETTER, BUT DEEP DOWN, IT WAS THE SAME THING. 


cou aes \ 
\ 
™ 


IF A GUY KIS TEN WOMEN IN THE PRESENCE 
oF FIFTEEN OTHERS, NO CNE CAN CONDEMN 
HIM BECAUSE IN A IMURDER CASE, WE 
WOMEN, WE CAN'T EVEN TESTIFY 


MAN WAS THE 
AN, THE EARTH IN WHICH 
THE GRAIN GREW, THEREFORE THE CHILO 
EO TO HIS FATHER! 


I CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE. 
I WANT TO LEAVE THIS COUNTRY! 
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GILA DROPPED ME OFF aT HOME, MY SISTER-IN-LAW WAS THERE 


YES, UT I'M STILL IN, 


A Few DAYS LATER, | WENT 
OVER TO MY PARENTS’ HOUSE. 


T WANT TO G0 T0 FRANCE! 


THAT'S GREAT. YOU'LL GOTH 
NEED VISAS, HAVE THE TWO 
oF You THoUauT OF 


fond, 17'S NOT US, IT'S ME.REZA 
‘Wits 0 IF He WANTS To, BUT 
WE'RE GOING To GET DiVéRceD! 


Vm NOT TALKING TO VOU 
ANYMORE, 


AG; 
nM 


“WHAT DIDI TELL VOU" "OON'T 
WORRY ABOUT HER, OUR 

DAUGHTER HAS ALWAYS KNOWN 
HOw TO TAKE CARE OF HERSELF.” 


Frou KNEW IT aut BLONG AND) 
Ver YOU TALKED MY 28 
OFF FoR 2 weex $0 THAT | 
WOULD APPROVE OF THIS 
PARRIAGE? 


Witte, WERE VERV HAPPY 
WITH YOUR DECISION. YOU 
WEREN'T MADE TO LIVE HERE. 
WE IRANIANS, WE'RE CRUSHED 
NOT ONLY BY THE GOVERNMENT 
UT BY THE WEIGHT OF OUR 


TWAS SCARED 
frHar vou'> RUN 
your ue. 
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YES, BUT IF SHE HADN'T GOTTEN 
MARRIED, SHE WOULD NEVER 
Have KNOWN THAT IT 
WOULDN'T WORK BETWEEN THE 
Tw0 OF THEM-EVERVONE HAS 
TO WAVE HER OWN EXPERIENCE. 


FIETY YEARS, IT WILL TAKE 
GENERATIONS FOR ALL THIS TO 
EVOLVE. YOU ONLY HAVE ONE 
UFE. IT'S YOUR DUTY To LIVE IT 
WELL. aND NOW THAT YOU ARE 
TWENTY-FOUR, IT" NOT UKE 
WHEN YOU WEAT TO AUSTRIA 
You DON'T NEED 


NOT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO 
BUILD ANVTHING IN MY OWN. 
COUNTRY, | PREPARED TO 
LEAVE IT ONCE AGAIN. 1 WENT 
To FRANCE FOR THE FIRST. 
Tame IN TONE 4994 TO TAKE & 
TEST TO ENTER THE SCHOOL OF 
Deconarive ARTS 
1X STRASBOURG. 


T WENT GNA TRIP WITH MY GRANDMA TO THE 


YAU Lyte 
VM yey 


TWENT TO MV GRANDFATHER'S TOMB, WHERE 
I PROMISED HIM THAT HE WOULD BE PRCUD OF ME, 


MY PARENTS «. 


SHORE OF THE CASPIAN SEA, WHERE I FILLED MY 
LUNGS WITH THAT VERY SPECIAL AIR, THAT BIR 
THAT DOESN'T EXIST ANYWHERE ELSE. 


T ALSO WENT BEHIND THE EVINE PRISON WHERE 
THe G0DY OF MY UNCLE ANODSH LAY IN AN 
UNMARKED GRAVE, NEXT TO THOUSANDS OF 
OTHER CADAVERS. | GAVE KIM MY WORD TO TRY 


TALSO SPENT SOME WONDERFUL MOMENTS WITH 


TO REMAIN AS HONEST AS POSSIBLE. 


@aia ttt TAT ATTXLIDM ITALIA ACIAL 
Peegeeeneoseereeens 


UNTIL SEPTEMBER 9, 4994, WHEN, ALONG 
WITH MY GRANDMA, THEY ACCOMPANIED ME TO 


PREWRABAD AIRPOR: 
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CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR PERSEPOLIS 


“Delectable... Dances with drama and insouciant wit.” 


—New York Times Book Review 


“A brilliant and unusual graphic memoir.” —Vogue 


“Prescient ... Unexpected . . . Totally unique and utterly fascinating.” 


—Time 


“A superb piece of work.” 


—Philip Pullman, author of The Golden Compass 


ADVANCE PRAISE FOR PERSEPOLIS 2 


“Marjane Satrapi’s books are a revelation. They’re funny, they’re sad, 
they’re hugely readable. Persepolis will teach you more about Iran, 
about being an outsider, about being human, than you could learn 
from a thousand hours of television documentaries and newspaper 
articles. And you will remember it for a very long time.” 

—Mark Haddon, author of The Curious Incident 


of the Dog in the Night-Time 


“A brilliant, painful rendering of the contrast between East and West. 
Satrapi’s experiences are portrayed with such witty particularity and 
such heartbreaking honesty that by the end of this book you'll feel 
you've gained an intimate friend.” 


—Julie Orringer, author of How to Breathe Underwater 
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